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UNIT1:ASPECTS OFTHEKNOWLEDGEOF LANGUAGE 
 

Chomsky’sUniversalGrammarisconcernedwiththeconditionthat 
mustbesatisfiedbythe  grammarofalllanguages.Thisconditionis 
madeupoftwoparts:theAspectoftheKnowledgeofLanguage(which is the core), 
andtheParametricVariations(whichis theperiphery). 
 

Inthisunit,weshallconsidersomeaspectsoftheknowledgeof language. Theunitis 
arrangedas follows: 
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1.0INTRODUCTION 
 

Thecapacity foracquiring and usingalanguageisapropertythat distinguisheshuman 
beingsfromall otherspecies.Thetaskofthe linguistis toexplainwhatitis 
abouthumanbeings thatrenders them capableofperformingthis feat, andwhat itis 
abouthumanlanguages thatrenders 
themcapableofbeinglearnedandusedbyhumanbeings. 
 

Inthisunit,weshallattempttoclarifytherelationbetweenknowledge 
andlanguagefromtwo differentdirections.First,wewouldwantto 
distinguishbetweentwotypes of knowledge, linguisticandnon- 
linguistic(andhencebetweentwotypesof rules,linguisticandnon- 
linguistic);second,wewanttodistinguishbetweenknowledgeofrules and the exercise 
of that knowledge (and hence, between knowing language and speaking or 
understanding it). Our main  
 


