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COURSE GUIDE

Introduction

ENG 151: Introduction to English asa Second Language (ESL) is atwo-unit
course available in the first semester of first year for BA EnglishandBA
(Ed.)Englishprogrammes. The course is to serveasa foundation course and it
exposes youto such issues and conceptsas Domainsand Status of Language; the
Spread of English World-wide, VarietiesofEnglish inNigeria; Standardsand
Deviations inEnglish; Language Nationism andNationalism; Distinctions between
ESL, Pidgin and Creole; Aspects of Teaching Englishas aSecond Language, the
teaching of Literature in English as wellas the AssessmentofLearner’s inESL.

Whatyouwilllearninthiscourse

Thegeneralaimofthis courseis tointroduceyoutothestudyofEnglish
asaSecondLanguage. Theclassificationofanylanguageasasecond languagerelates
tothestatus andfunctionofthelanguage aswellas the

mode,orderandageorperiodofacquisition.In somepartsoftheworld, includingNigeria,
English functions as asecondlanguage. This course willexposeyoutothe linguistic
and sociolinguistic contextsofEnglish
asasecondlanguagewithparticularemphasisontheNigerian situation. Thepolitical,
educational, andenvironmentalcontextsofESL inNigeria shallalsobe addressed.

CourseAims

There are twenty study units in the course and each unit has its objectives.You
should readtheobjectivesofeachunitandbearthem inmind asyou gothrough theunit.
Inadditiontotheobjectivesofeach unit,theoverallaimsofthis courseinclude:

1. tointroduceyoutothestudyofEnglishas asecondLanguage;

ii. to familiarizeyouwiththepeculiarcharacteristicsofEnglish as a second
language;

1.  to exposeyou to the need for and the demands of teaching English
asasecondlanguage;and

iv.  toprepareyouforfurther studies in English as a second language
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CourseObjectives

Basedonthegeneralaimsofthis course,someobjectives forthe course asawhole
aresetout. These arethethingsyou shouldbe abletodoby the timeyoucompletethe
course.Ifyouare ableto meettheobjectives, youwould have achieved the aimsof the
course. Therefore,on your successfulcompletionofthis course,youshouldbe ableto:

a) describe the origin and development of English as a Second
Language(ESL),particularlyinNigeria;

b) ienttifythefeaturesofEnglishasaSecondLanguage;

c) account for thespreadofEnglishasaSecondLanguage;

d) distinguishbetweenEnglishasaSecondLanguage, Englishas a
FirstLanguage andEnglishasaforeignlanguage;

e) explaintheneedfortheteachingofEnglishas aSecondLanguage;

f) conductsuccessfullyanylessonsonanyaspectsofEnglishatthe
Junior SecondarySchoollevel,

g) discuss theplaceofLiterature inEnglishas asecondlanguage;

h) describe approaches tolanguage testing and typesoflanguage tests.

WorkingthroughThisCourse

Youhave to workthroughallthe studyunits inthecourse. There are twentystudyunits
inall.

CourseMaterials
Majorcomponentsofthecourse are:

1. CourseGuide
2.StudyUnits

3. Textbooks
4.AssignmentFiles
5.PresentationSchedule
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StudyUnits

Thebreakdownofthetwentystudyunits areas follows:

Unitl Definition,Domains
andStatusofLanguage:FirstLanguage,SecondLanguage.

Unit2 Domains andStatusofLanguage:ForeignLanguage,
NationalLanguage,OfficialLanguage.

Unit3 TheSpreadofthe EnglishLanguage intheWorld

Unit4 EnglishasaSecondLanguageinNigeria:ItsImplantation.

Unit5 EnglishasaSecondLanguageinNigeria:Its Functions.

Unit6 DistinctionsbetweenEnglishasaSecondLanguage(ESL),PidginEnglish,
andCreole.

Unit7 Language as anIndexofNationalismandNationism.

Unit8 TheConceptofBilingualism:Definitions, ExtentandTypes.

Unit9 TheConceptofBilingualism:ItsDevelopmentandConsequences.

Unitl0ESL andNationalLanguagePolicy.

Unitl 1 EnglishandIndigenousNigerianLanguages.
Unitl2VarietiesofEnglishasaSecondLanguage inNigeria.
Unitl3StandardandDeviations inESL.
Unitl4TeachingEnglishasaSecondLanguage:ListeningandSpeaking.
Unitl5TeachingEnglishasaSecondLanguage:ReadingandWriting.

Unitl6 Teaching Englishas a Second
Language:VocabularyGrammaticalStructures.
Unitl 7Literature inEnglishasaSecondLanguage.

Unitl8TeachingLiterature inEnglishas aSecondLanguage.
Unitl9Environmentalfactors inLearningEnglishasaSecond Language.
Unit20AssessmentofStudent’sPerformance inESL.

ReferencesandOtherResources

Everyunitcontainsalistofreferences andfurtherreading. Trytogetas
manyaspossibleofthosetextbooks andmaterials listed. Thetextbooks andmaterials
aremeanttodeepenyourknowledgeofthe course.

AssignmentFile
Inthis file,youwillfindallthedetailsoftheworkyoumustsubmitto yourtutorfor
marking. Themarksyouobtain fromthese assignments will count towards the final mark

Vi
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you obtain for thiscourse. Further
informationonassignmentswillbefoundinthe AssignmentFileitself andlaterinthis
CourseGuideinthesectiononassessment.

PresentationSchedule
ThePresentationScheduleincludedinyourcoursematerialsgivesyou the importantdates
forthe completionoftutor-markedassignments and attending tutorials.Remember, you
are required to submit all your assignmentsbytheduedate.
Youshouldguardagainstfallingbehindin yourwork.

Assessment
YourassessmentwillbebasedonTutor-Marked Assignments(TMAS)
andafinalexaminationwhichyouwillwriteatthe endofthecourse.

TutorMarkedAssignments(TMA)
Everyunitcontainsatleastoneortwoassignments. Y ouareadvisedto ~ workthroughallthe
assignments and submitthemforassessment.Your tutor will assess the assignments
andselect fourwhichwillconstitute the30% of your final grade. Thetutor-marked
assignments may be presentedtoyouinaseparatefile.Justknowthat for everyunitthere
aresome tutor-markedassignments foryou.Itisimportantyoudothemand
submitforassessment.

FinalExaminationandGrading

At the endofthecourse,youwillwriteafinalexaminationwhichwill
constitute70%ofyour finalgrade.Intheexaminationwhich shalllast
fortwohours,youwillberequestedtoanswerthreequestionsoutofat leastfivequestions.

CourseMarkingScheme
This tableshowshowtheactualcoursemarkingisbrokendown.

AssessmentMarks

Assignments Fourassignments,bestthreemarksofthe
fourcountat30%ofcoursemarks

FinalExamination 70%o0foverallcoursemarks

Total 100%o0fcoursemarks

HowtoGettheMostfromThisCourse

Indistancelearning, the studyunitsreplacetheuniversitylecture. Thisisone  ofthegreat
advantagesofdistancelearning;  youcanreadand  workthroughspeciallydesignedstudy
materialsatyourownpace, andatatime andplacethatsuitsyoubest.
Thinkofitasreadingthelecture insteadoflisteningtothelecturer.

Inthesamewayalecturer mightgiveyou somereadingtodo, thestudyunits tellyouwhento
read, andwhichareyourtextmaterialsor  setbooks.Youareprovidedexercises todoat
appropriatepoints, justas alecturer mightgiveyouanin-class
exercise.Eachofthestudyunitsfollows a commonformat.

vii
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Thefirst item is an
introductiontothesubjectmatteroftheunit,andhowaparticularunitisintegratedwiththeotheru
nits andthe courseasawhole.Nexttothis isa set oflearning objectives.
Theseobjectivesletyouknowwhat youshould be able todo by the time you have
completed the unit. Theselearningobjectives aremeanttoguideyour —study.
Themomentaunitis  finished,you  must go  backandcheckwhetheryou have
achievedtheobjectives.Ifthis is
madeahabit,thenyouwillsignificantlyimproveourchancesofpassingthe course.
TheMAIN CONTENToftheunitguides youthroughthe  requiredreadingfromother
sources. Thiswillusually beeitherfromyour setbooksor fromareading section.
Thefollowingisapracticalstrategyforworkingthroughthecourse.Ifyourunintoanytrouble,

telephoneyour tutor.Rememberthatyourtutor’s jobis tohelp
you.Whenyouneedassistance,donothesitatetocallandaskyourtutor toprovide it.

1. Readthis CourseGuidethoroughly,itisyour firstassignment.

Organisea Study Schedule. Designa ‘Course Overview’ to guide
youthroughtheCourse.Notethetimeyouareexpectedto spendoneachunit and how
the assignmentsrelate to the units.
Importantinformation,e.g.detailsofyourtutorials, andthedateofthefirstdayof the
semester is available from the study centre. You need
togatheralltheinformationintooneplace,suchasyourdiaryorawall
calendar.Whatever methodyouchoose touse,you shoulddecideon
andwriteinyourowndates andscheduleofworkforeachunit.

3. Onceyouhave createdyourownstudyschedule,doeverythingto stay faithfultoit.
Themajorreasonthatstudentsfailis thattheyget behindwiththeircourse
work.Ifyougetintodifficultieswithyour schedule,please,let yourtutorknowbeforeit
is toolateforhelp.

4. TurntoUnit1, andreadthe introductionandthe objectives forthe unit.

5. Assemble thestudy materials.Y ouwillneedyour setbooks
andtheunityouarestudyingatanypointintime.

6. Workthroughtheunit. Asyouworkthroughtheunit,youwillknow whatsources
toconsultfor further information.

7. Keepintouchwithyour studycentre.Up-to-datecourseinformation
willbecontinuouslyavailable there.

8. Wellbefore therelevantduedates(about4weeksbeforeduedates), keepin mind

that youwilllearn a lot by doing the assignment fully. They
havebeendesignedtohelpyou meettheobjectivesof the course and, therefore, will
help you pass the examination.Submitallassignmentsnotlater thantheduedate.

9. Reviewtheobjectives ~ foreachstudyunitto  confirm  that youhave
achievedthem.Ifyoufeelunsure aboutanyoftheobjectives,review thestudy
materialsorconsultyourtutor.

10.  Whenyouare confidentthatyouhaveachievedaunit’sobjectives, move on to the next
unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to keep a steady study pace.

11.  Whenyouhavesubmittedanassignmenttoyourtutorfor marking, donot
waitforitsreturnbeforestartingonthenext unit. Keepto your schedule. When the

viii
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Assignment is returned, pay particular attention to your tutor’s comments, both
on the tutor-marked assignment form and also the written comments onthe
ordinary assignments.

12.  After completingthelastunit,reviewthe course andprepareyourself for the final
examination. Check thatyou haveachieved the unit objectives (listed at the
beginning of each unit) and the course objectives(listedintheCourseGuide).

TutorsandTutorials
Thedates, times andlocationsofthesetutorialswillbemade available to you, together with
the name, telephone number and the address of your tutor. Each assignment will be

markedby  your  tutor. Pay  close attentiontothe =~ commentsyourtutor
mightmakeonyourassignments as
thesewillhelpinyourprogress.Makesurethatassignmentsreachyour tutoronorbefore

theduedate.Y ourtutorials are important;thereforetry notto skipany.Itis anopportunityto
meetyourtutorandyour fellow students. It is also an opportunity to get the help of your
tutor and discuss anydifficulties encounteredonyourreading.

Summary

The course introduces you to the study of English as a second language. In Nigeria,
English functions as a second language. Its classification as a second language
therefore, relates to the status and the function of the language as well as the mode,
order and age or period of acquisition. The course describes the linguistic and
sociolinguistics context of English as a second language with particular reference
TONigeriansituation.

Wewishyousuccesswiththe course.
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UNIT1 DEFINITIONS,DOMAINSANDSTATUSOF
LANGUAGE:FIRSTLANGUAGE,SECOND LANGUAGE

CONTENTS

1.0Introduction

2.00bjectives

3.0Main Content
3.1DefinitionsofLLanguage

3.2 Domains and Status of Language
3.2.1FirstLanguage (L1)

3.2.2 Second Language(L2)
4.0Conclusion

5.0Summary
6.0TutorMarkedAssignment
7.0References/FurtherReadings

1.0INTRODUCTION

Inthisunit,youwilllearnaboutsomedefinitions,domains and statusof language. You will
readily agree that language is important in any human society-itgivesorder and
meaningto society. Canyouimagine a language-less society of human beings? Really,
that would be a meaningless society devoid of meaningful existence, a society of
disorder, anarchy,hopelessness,helplessness and soon. Suchasociety willsimplybe
ananimalsociety. Indeed, languageisoneofthemajor things thatdistinguishhumanbeings

fromthelower animals. Withthe
possessionanduseoflanguagemanbecomesasocialbeing,capable  of  reasoning and
socializing, among other things. Because of  its importance,

therefore,thestudyoflanguagebecomesworthwhile.

2.00BJECTIVES
Atthe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1. definelanguagefunctionally;

i1 describelanguagestatus;

iii.  explaincarefully firstlanguage and secondlanguage;and

iv.  distinguishbetweenfirstlanguage andsecondlanguage.
3.0MAIN CONTENT

3.1DefinitionsofLanguage

Manydefinitionshavebeengiventolanguagebylanguagescholars. Alo(1995)cites someof
thesedefinitions,whichwereproducebelow:

“Language is the primaryandmost highly elaborated formof human symbolic

1



ENG 151 Introduction to English as a Spoken Language

activity...made up ofsymbols madebysoundsproducedbythevocalapparatus....”(A.AHill)

“Languageis any setof systemoflinguisticsymbols
asusedinamoreorlessuniformfashionbyanumberofpeople whoare thus enabledto
communicate intelligibly withone another”’(Random  House,Dictionaryof
theEnglishLanguage)

“Language is a system of  arbitraryvocalsymbolsused  for = human
communication”(Wardhaugh).

“Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols which permit allpeople in a given
culture or other people who have learnedthesystemofthatculture
tocommunicateorinteract ”.(Finocchiaro).

Although it is difficult to have a universal and generally acceptable definition of
language now, Sapir’s definition of language as: “a purely human and non-instinctive
method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires by means of a system of
voluntarily produced symbols” is widely wused by many linguists. From
thefewdefinitionsoflanguagecitedabove,itshouldbe clearto
youthatlanguageisahuman’smeansofcommunication. Mostofthe definitions that have
beengiventolanguagerelate ittotheprocessof human communication. Although language
isnot the only means of humancommunication,it is themostimportantandorganized’
meansof human communication. But let us also note that language performs some other
functions apart fromcommunication. Asyou proceed in yourB.A. Education (English)
programme, you will become familiar withthenumerous functionsoflanguage.

3.2 DomainsandStatusofLanguage

It shouldbe clearto you nowthat language isneededin allareasof humanlife.
Whenwetalkaboutthedomainsoflanguage,roughlywe
meanthefieldsorareasofactivitiesoflanguageuse. Thefieldsorarea of activities of language
use as well asthe intensity of use- the status accorded the language. Therefore, the status
accorded a language isnot inherentlylinguistic.This is to saythat Languagestatus is
determined by factors other thanlinguistic. Linguistically, there is no language thatis
superior to another. Although social,political,historical, economic,demographic
etcfactorswillspell the statusgiventoalanguage.Itwillbeweﬂ toobservealsothatthe age and

themanner ofacquisitionof a languagewillalsodefinethestatusofthelanguage.

3.2.1FirstLanguage(L1)

Theterm“firstlanguage”(orL1)isusedto refer tothe languagewhich a child ‘first acquires
after birth. This is also called the Mother tongue(MT).Usually, the first language or
mothertongue is‘pickedup’ from parents, relatives and other people in the immediate
environment. Butletusnotethata child mayacquirea languageother
thanthatspokenbyhisparentsashis firstlanguage. Howdoyouthink thiscanhappen?
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One illustrationwillsufficehere.Let’s imagineaYoruba childbornin KanowhereHausais
thelanguageofthe immediate community. Itwill then mean that this childwill be
surrounded bythe Hausa language; Yoruba, thelanguageofthisparents,maynotbe
spokentohim. Inthis circumstance,the childwillacquire Hausaashisfirstlanguage.Simply
put,therefore,one’s first language is thelanguageonefirstencounters
afterbirthanditconstitutesone’slinguistictoolneededforthe process ofsocializationor
acculturation—thatis,theprocess throughwhichone becomes a full and active member of
his society. Thus, the first language is the language of early education. This iswhy it
isoften advocatedthatthe child shouldbetaughtinhis firstlanguage(or mother tongue) in
order to ensure effective learning and guarantee theproper developmentofthe child.
Therefore, while someone’s L, is highly dependent on the environment one is born into,
one’s mother tongue is culturally fixed — you can’t change it. In Nigeria, the English
language is not a first language.Rather,
languagessuchasHausa,Y oruba,lgbo,Efik,Fulfude and soonarefirst
languagesormothertonguesorindigenous languages. Butthe English languageis thefirst
languageor mothertongueinplaces like Britain, the United States,Australia,many
partsofCanada andNewZealand.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

1.  Statesomebenefitsofteachinga childinhis firstlanguageinhis earlyeducation.
What do you think will happen toa child who is denied the opportunity of
being taught in his first language in his early education?

3. Mention  five(5) other indigenous  Nigerian languages  not
mentionedinthissection.

4. TIlustratively distinguish L, (first language) from Mother Tongue.

3.2.2 SecondLanguage(L2)

Having understood what First Language is, we shall now proceed to discuss what a
Second Language (or L2) means. The term, ‘Second Language’ is used to refer to a
language that is learnedand extensively inadditiontothefirstlanguage.
Inotherwords,weusetheterm second language to describe the language a bilingual or
multilingual person acquires and useextensively after the first language.
Abilingualperson issomebody who speaks twolanguages while amultilingual
personissomebodywho speaks manylanguages.
Whatdoyouthinkyouare?(Areyoubilingualor multilingual?)

Toabilingualor multilingualperson,asecondlanguageperformsmany important functions.
Don’t forget that a second language is used extensively by a bilingual or multilingual
person for the purposesof wider communication, education, commerce and industry,
socio- economicmobilityand soon.
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Today,in many partsofthe world the English language is used as a secondlanguage. This
is exactlythesituationinNigeria,India,Kenya, Ghana,Singapore,Sierra-
Leone,amongothers. Where Englishisused as a second language, it develops its own
peculiar characteristics different from thoseofEnglishasafirstlanguage.
Suchcharacteristics manifestintheareasofpronunciation,lexis andsemantics, andto some
extent, grammar (Syntax).You will learn about some ofthese
characteristics,particularlywith respecttotheNigerian situation,later in this course.
Fornow,letusnote thatEnglishhas awide,globalspread; it isusedas either firstor secondor
foreign  language inmost  partsof theworld. = Butyou shouldunderstandthatit
isnotonlyEnglishthatcan functionasasecondlanguage. Anylanguagethatisacquiredandused
widelyapartfromthefirstlanguagequalifiesasasecondlanguage.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Identify any country in West Africa in which a different language
apartfromEnglishfunctions asasecondlanguage.
2.Whatbenefits do you think such a language will give its speakers?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Languageis animportantdevice ofhumancommunicationused  inthe expression of
feelings and emotions, ideas and desires. Many factors
canbeusedtoclassifyhumanlanguages. Languageclassificationinto firstlanguage and
secondlanguage,for example,relates tothedomains ofuse, age
andmodeofacquisition,aswellaslanguage status. These issues arepurelynon-linguistic.
Inmany partsoftheworldtoday,the = Englishlanguageenjoys  thestatusofeithera
firstlanguageorasecond language. And still, insome otherpartsofthe world it is used asa
foreign language. Many factors which are historical,political, socio- economic,
educational, technological etc. contributetotheworld-wide currencyofEnglish.

5.0SUMMARY

Inthisunit,wehavedealtwithdefinitionsoflanguageandwehavealso
discussedtheconceptsofafirstlanguage andasecondlanguage. While a person’s first
language or mother tongue is his language of first contactwiththe
world,hissecondlanguageis  theone thathe acquires  after thefirstlanguage
andusesforwide-rangingpurposes. Alanguage, which isused asa first language in one
community, can be a second language inanother community.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1.Whatdoyouunderstandbythetermlanguage?
2.Distinguish carefully between ‘first language’ and ‘second language’
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UNIT2 DOMAINSANDSTATUSOFLANGUAGE:
FOREIGNLANGUAGE,NATIONAL
LANGUAGE,OFFICIALLANGUAGE

CONTENTS
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2.00bjectives

3.0Main Content
3.1ForeignLanguage
3.2NationalLanguage
3.30fficialLanguage
4.0Conclusion

5.0Summary
6.0Tutor-MarkedAssignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Unitl,youwereintroducedto somedefinitionsoflanguageaswell asthe
conceptsof*firstlanguage’and‘second  language’.Inthisunit,  we shallcontinue
withthedomains andstatusoflanguagefocusingon the concepts of ‘foreignlanguage’,
‘national language ‘and ‘official language’.Youwillrecallthat languageisveryessentialto
manas it is used to perform many functions. The functions whicha language perform,
theattitudeofthespeakers tothe language, the originofthe language and the manner of
learning or acquisition of the language, among others, determine whether the language
will be accorded the statusofforeignlanguage,officiallanguageornationallanguage.

2.00BJECTIVES

Bythe endofthisUnit,you shouldbe able to:

i. explain theterms foreign language, national language and official language;

ii. distinguishbetweenforeignlanguage andofficiallanguage;

iil. identifythedistinguishing featuresofanationallanguage;and

iv. determinewhether or nottheEnglish language is an official language and/or a
national language in Nigeria.

3.0MAIN CONTENT

3.1ForeignLanguage

Generally speaking,alanguage that isnotindigenous toaspeakerisa as a foreign language.
This why Akindele and Adegbite (1999) say that a foreign language “can be defined as
the sequentially second language of a bilingual person”. Theyproceedfurthertosaythat
itcould be““thesecond,third,fourth...languageofamultilingualperson”.
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Strictly speaking,however,aforeignlanguageis thatwhicha bilingual or multilingualperson
uses for restrictedpurposes and in which he possessesonlypartiallinguistic
competence.Inotherwords, thespeaker
ofaforeignlanguagehasverylimitedlinguisticfacilityinthelanguage.

If you compare asecond language witha foreign language,you will realise thata
foreignlanguage is of less utilitarian importance thana secondlanguage.Technically
speaking,aforeignlanguageceases tobe foreign whenlt is usedforwide-
rangingpurposes.Goingby  this,we  shallregardEnglishasasecondlanguageinNigeria
andnotaforeign language,althoughthelanguageisnotindigenous toNigeria.

An importantfeatureofa  foreignlanguage,therefore,is that itisused forcertain
restrictedorspecialisedactivities likeforeigntravels,tourism and contact with foreign
cultures (Als0,1995). The fact that the speaker’s exposure to a foreign language
isminimal accounts for his inadequate
linguisticfacilityinthelanguage.InNigeria,Frenchmaybe used asa foreign language, while
English may be usedasa foreign language in France,Germany,Japan, Togoetc.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Mentiontwoothercountries inWestAfrica inwhichEnglishis usedasaforeignlanguage.

2.InviewofthefactthatNigeriaissurroundedby
manyFrenchspeakingcountries,doyouthinkthatFrenchshouldcontinuetobe
usedasaforeignlanguage inNigeria?

3. Differentiate lucidly between second language and foreign language.

3.2NationalLanguage

Having learnt about whata foreign language is, let us proceedto considerwhat
ismeantbyanationallanguage. AccordingtoAkindele
andAdegbite(1999),anationallanguage“refers  tolanguagewhich has the authority
ofthegovernmentconferredonitas thelanguageofa number of ethnic groups in a given
geo-socio-political area”. Ina
multilingualsettinglikeNigeria,theuseofonelanguagemayconferon that language the status
of a national language. Such a language will becomea symbolofnationhoodand,ofcourse,
unity.However,for a language to be truly a national languageit mustoriginatein
environmentwhere it willbe used asanationallanguage andit musthave a wide spread
usein the environment; that is, it must span the whole society inits use.

This is thestatusofthe English language in places like England, Canada and the United
States of America.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Now, reflect for a moment on  the characteristics of a
nationallanguage.Consideringthe characteristics,willyousayNigeriahasa
nationallanguage? Ifyes,whatlanguageis 1it?Ifno,whydoyouthinkNigeriahasno
nationallanguage?
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Nodoubt,Nigeriaisamultilingualcountry.Indeed, theactualnumber of the indigenous
Nigerian languages is not yet known. But the languageshave variouslybeenputbetween
250and400.0Outofthese = numerous  indigenous  languages,Hausa,IgboandY oruba
arepolitically recognised as major languages (to the displeasure, of course, ofthe
speakers ofthe so-called minority languages). Although Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba are
regarded as major language none of them enjoys nationalacceptabilityand spreadtobe
takenasanationallanguage.The absenceofa truly nationallanguage in Nigeria therefore
creates linguistic vacuum.Itis the Englishlanguage thatisservingto fillinthegap. But the
English language cannot beregarded as a truly nationallanguage
inNigeriabecause(amongother things) itisnotindigenous to theplace.

3.30fficialLanguage

An official language is the language used by the government for the conductofitsday-to-
dayactivities. Anofficiallanguageis thereforethe language of administration, commerce
and industry, mass media, educationand soon.

InNigeria, Englishisusedas anofficial language-Itis thelanguage in
whichgovernmentaffairs,especiallyatthe state andnationallevels are
conducted. Amongotherthings,itisalsothelanguageofthejudiciary,  educationandthemass
media.InAfricancountries liketheRepublicof Benin,Cote d’Ivoire,Chad, Cameroon,
Frenchisusedas an official language.lt hasalsobeen suggested thatFrench shouldbe
adoptedas Nigeria’ssecondofficiallanguage. It is important you also know that despite
the global status accorded the English Language in Great Britain it has not been
formally declared as the official language.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. List at least three benefits that Nigeria can derive from adopting
Frenchasitssecondofticiallanguage.

2. The adoption of the English as an Official Language has some demerits. What are
they?

4.0CONCLUSION

In a bilingualor multilingualsociety,peoplemayassigndifferentroles to their  different
languages. The roles assigned the languages will determine the status of the languages
as well as the attitude of the speakers towards them. Similarly,the status accorded a
language determines itsroles anddomainsofuse.

Asyouweremadetorealisein unitl,factorsother thanlinguistic come intoplay inthis
connection.Most of this factors (if not all) favour the English language in the world
today. This makes the language to enjoy the status of a global language, spoken as either
first language, second language or foreign language across theglobe.
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S.0SUMMARY

Our  pre-occupation in  this unit hasbeenmainly to  elucidate the
conceptsofforeignlanguage,nationallanguage andofficiallanguage.If
youhavefollowedthediscussion so far,you should,bynow,be ableto accomplish those
things which we set out as objectives in 2.0. you shouldalsogetthefact
straightthatNigeriais amultilingualcountry, and being so thechoice of one indigenous
language as a national languageisnotaneasyone. This isbecauselanguageis anessentialpart
of culture. Noethnic group will want its language relegated to the background.
Thissituationgives  English added advantages as official languages,
aswellasalanguagefunctioninginplaceofatrulynational language.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. As carefullyasyoucan, explainwhatdoyouunderstandby
Foreignlanguage,nationallanguageandofticiallanguage;

2. Distinguishcarefullybetweenforeign language and official language;

Whatarethedistinguishing featuresofanationallanguage?

4. Willyou regardEnglish as anofficial language inNigeria? Givereasons to
supportyouranswer.

5. What criteria hinder the selection of any (or some) Nigerian Languages as an
official language?

(98]
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1.0INTRODUCTION

Thisunitwillintroduceyoutotheworld-wide spreadofEnglish. One ofthefactors
thatdeterminethestatus andimportanceofalanguageis itsspread. It canalsobe  said
theotherwayroundthat thestatus and importanceofalanguage isdeterminedor influence by
itsspread. Thereisno gainsayingthefactthattodaythe Englishlanguage isglobally spread. It
isspokeninalmosteverypartoftheworld. Itisnolonger thelanguage ofonly the Germanic
groups of Angle Saxons, but also ofthe whole world. Inotherwords,
thefactcannotbedeniedthatEnglishisnowa global language. Manyfactorssuchashistorical,
political, economic, cultural, educational,technological and sonocontribute totheworld-
wide currencyofthe Englishlanguage.

2.00BJECTIVES
Bytheendofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

i.accountfor theworld-widespreadofEnglish;

it.identifyatleast five(5) placeswhere Englishisspokenas first languageor  mother
tongue;

iii.listatleast,five(5)countrieswhere Englishisusedasasecond language;

v.determinewhetherornotEnglish shouldberegardedasaglobal

language.

3.1LanguageSpread

Simplyput,bylanguagespreadwereferto the dispersal oflanguage; that is, the geographical
coverage of its use. People arescattered all over the surface of the earth andthey
speakone language oranother. All theknownlanguages of the world do not enjoy the
same geographicalspread. Thisisnotbecauseofthe linguisticfacilitiesof thelanguages.
Factorsothistory,politics,economy, culture, education, andtechnology,amongothers,
canfacilitateorhinderlanguagespread. Allthesefactors favour theworld-widespreadofthe
Englishlanguage. AccordingtoBroughton,Getal(1978), Englishisbyfarthemost
widelyused of alltheliving languages. And as Crystal,D (1997) says, Englishis“the
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mostwidelytaught foreignlanguage inover100 countriessuchas
China,Russia,Germany,Spain, EgyptandBrazil...”

But the fact that English is the most widely used language does not mean that everybody
in the world speak the language. And neither
doesitmeanthateverycountryoftheworldadopts thelanguageas an official language.
Thefactis thatEnglishis assigned some specialroleinalmosteverycountryoftheworld.
Different people all over the world learn English, at least, for specific purposes (ESP).
Inall the places where English is wused, we can identify two broad
groupsofusersofEnglish:usersofEnglishas firstlanguageor mother tongue
andusersofEnglishas a secondlanguage(Thisisnottoforget thosewecan regardasusersof
Englishasa foreignlanguage). Asa mother tongue,accordingtoBroughton,Getal,
Englishrankssecond toChinese. Chinese has six mutually unintelligible dialects spoken
outside china. The speakers of Englisharewidelydistributedthroughouttheworld, unlike
Chinese.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Whatlanguagedoyou speakasyour firstlanguageormother tongue?
2.Describe thegeographicalspreadofthelanguagewithinyour localgovernmentarea,state
andcountry.

3.2 SpreadofEnglishasFirstLanguage(L1)orMotherTongue(MT)

Originally,the EnglishLanguage was thelanguage of three Germanic groups
ofpeople:the Angles, the Jutes and theSaxons whoinvaded Britain in 449AD.
Thelanguagewas initiallypartoftheWest Germanic, which also belonged to the Indo-
European group of languages. Some Indo-European languages include: Hellenic
(Greek), Indo Iranian (includes Romance), Celtic, Armenian, Albanian, amongst others.

Aswehave repeatedlyemphasizedinthisunit,todayEnglishenjoysa
widegeographicalcoverage. LargenumbersofpeoplespeakEnglishas first language or
mother tongue in USA, Canada, Britain, Ireland, Australia,and NewZealand,South
Africa aswellas many Caribbean countries (Crystal,1997). Initially, the language was the
mother tongueofonlythepeople livingintheBritish Isles,numberingbetween Sand7million,
as crystal(1997)puts it.

Butthespeechcommunityof Englishas mother tongue expandedrapidlybetweenthe
endofthereign ofElizabethl (Elizabeththefirst), andthebeginningofthatofElizabeth 11
(Elizabeth the second). This wasbetween 1588 and 1952. The expansion which
increasedthe numbersofthe speakersofEnglishas mother tongue
toabout250millionaroundthis time, tookthelanguage outsidethe British Isles.
TheintroductionofEnglishtothe New World (USA) wasalandmarkinthehistoryofthe
language.Y oumay recall
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thatthediscoveryofthe AmericabyChristopherColumbusopenedthe way forthe rush into
the “new world” by the British who introduced EnglishtotheAmericans.

Whatfollowshereisalistofsomeplaceswhere Englishisusedasfirst language or
mothertongue. The list is adopted from Crystal (1997). The places are: American
Samoa, Antigua, Australia Bahamas, Barbados,Belize, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands,
Brunei, Canada, Cayman Islands, Cook Islands, Dominica, Fiji, Grenada, Ireland, New
Zealand, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom, and United States

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE
1.Studythe mapoftheworldandlocateasmanyoftheplaces mentionedaboveaspossible.
3.3 SpreadofEnglishasaSecondLanguage

Do you remember what a second language is? It is sequentially the second language is
used of a bilingual or multilingual person used for wide purposes. The second language
is used to ‘complement’ the first language or mother tongue.

Inmanyplaces  intheworld, = Englishisusedasasecondlanguage. @ This is  the
situationinplaceslikeNigeria,Ghana,India,Singapore,Vanuatu,Bangladesh,
Bhutan,Botswana, Cameroon, Gambia, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Malawi, Marshall
Islands, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Pakistan, Rwandaetc.

Itshouldbenotedthatitispossibleforalanguage toexistbothasafirst Language and a second
language in the same place. This is
possiblewhenanumberofpeopleinaplacespeakthelanguage as their mother tongue while
some other people in the same place speak the languages as a secondlanguage. This is
thepositionofEnglishin someparts of the world such as American Samoa, Antigua
&Barbuda, Australia,Bahamas,Canada,Dominica,Fiji,Gibraltar,Guyana,lreland,
India,Jamaica, Liberia,Sierra Leone,Singapore,South Africa(among
others).Basically,itishistoricalfactors that wereresponsiblefor this development.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Takea mapofthe worldand locate as many of theplaces mentionedaboveaspossible:
2.Where Englishisusedasasecondlanguage;
3.Where Englishexists asboth, firstlanguageand secondlanguage.

3.4EffectsoftheWorld-WideSpreadofEnglish

Expectedly, therearemany implications of the world-wide spread of English. In the first
place, we can talk of many world varieties English such as BritishEnglish,
AmericanEnglish,CanadianEnglish, AustralianEnglish,IndianEnglish,NigerianEnglish,Gh
anaianEnglish, and South AfricanEnglishto mentionjust afew. Thus,
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while English remainsonelanguage,ithasdevelopedmanygeographicalvarietiesor dialects.

Languagegenerallyissensitive toits environment.SowiththeEnglish Language leaving its
native home, it has to take on some other characteristics peculiar to its new
environments. These characteristics
reflectmostlyinvocabularyandpronunciation.Intermsofvocabulary, words are borrowed
from the indigenous languages e.g. the word “bungalow” taken from the Hindi word
“bungali”’; the word “Oba”(king) borrowed from the Yoruba language; ‘“canoe”,
“squash” borrowed fromIndianlanguagesetc. Anothercommondevelopmentis the use of
existing English wordsin a different way. An example is “corn” in AmericanEnglish
to mean“maize” (corn inBritishEnglish refers towheat,barley,oatsetc). Thus,“maize”
entered theBritishEnglishto refer to what Americans call “corn”. In addition, new words
and expressions are coinedtoexpressnewrealities. Examples are“‘chewing stick”, “bush—
meat”,been-tos”,“long-leg”etcinNigerianEnglish.

Intermsofpronunciation,peculiarcharacteristicscanalsobeobserved. Forexample,
inAmericanEnglishthereis theretentionof finaland/or pre-consonantal/r/as in“farmer”,
“car”. Far, Londoner and so on.

InNigerianEnglish,theinfluenceofthemother ~ tongueisnotable  inthe  aspect  of
pronunciation,particularly inthetreatment of those vowels whichare
absentinindigenousNigerianlanguages.In suchasituation, there is the phenomenon of
sound substitution. For example, many Yoruba speakersofEnglishwillrealize“come”/k
“m/as/kom/.Also, variations are notable in prosodic units e.g. stress, rhythm and
intonation.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE
There are words which are spelled differently in British and American English. Make a
tabular presentation of at least 50 of such words, using a good dictionary of the

language.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Oneindicationofthepopularityofalanguageis itsgeographicalspread.
Languagesdifferintermsoftheirpatternsofgeographicaldistribution. Many factors, which
relate to history, politics, religion, economy, education,science

andtechnologycanhinderor  facilitate  thespreadofa language.In thecase ofthe
Englishlanguage,the factorshave proved instrumental to the global spread of the
language. When a language enjoywide spread, it will definitely manifest many different
characteristics that are indications of the peculiarities of the places whereitisused.
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5.0SUMMARY

The Englishlanguage as, we have shown in this unit, is widely distributed throughout
the world. In some places, it is used as a first language ormother tongue;
insomeotherplaces,itserves as asecond Language while in some other places still, it is
used as a foreign languagelt is alsointerestingtonote thatin somepartsofthe world,English
exists as both a mother tongue and a second language.

Generallyspeaking,developmentswhich relatetowars and conquests, immigration and
emigration,colonialism,missionary activities, trades, educationand
soonhaveaidedtheworld-widespreadofEnglish.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1. What factors can be held responsible for the world-wide spread ofEnglish?
2. IdentifySplaceswhere Englishisusedasafirstlanguage and placeswhereitisusedas
asecondlanguage.

3. Inviewofitsgeographicalspread,willyou regardEnglishas agloballanguage?

4. Attempt a contrastive analysis between the English language and any indigenous
Nigerian language.
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1.0INTRODUCTION

This unit deals with the introduction of the English language into Nigeria.
Nigeriahadmanyofhisownindigenous languagesbeforethe comingofthe
Englishlanguage,anditisbelievedthateverylanguageis adequateforusers
ineveryculture.Howthen,you maywonder,didthe Englishlanguagecometooccupy
suchavantagepositioninNigeria?In thisunit,youwilllearn more about thisphenomenon,
thatis,howthe English languagewas introducedintoNigeriawhereit isnowplaying
veryimportantroles. But remember, the variety of English we were introduced to during
our first contact with its speakers was not the standard variety of the language. We
learnt what was called ““a fairly communicative grammar.”

2.00BJECTIVES
Bythe endofthisunit,you shouldbe ableto:

1. explainwhatismeantbylanguage implantation;
ii. identifyandexplain fourfactorsresponsiblefortheimplantationofthe
EnglishlanguageinNigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 FactorsResponsiblefortheImplantationoftheEnglishLanguageinNigeria

The traditionalhomeofEnglishis  Britain,fromwherethelanguagewas  transportedto
thedifferent partsoftheworld. The transplantationof Englishtodifferentpartsoftheworldhas
ledtotheemergenceofmanygeographical varieties of the language e.g. Nigerian English,
South AfricanEnglish, andCaribbeanEnglishand soon.
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The actualdate the Englishlanguage enteredNigeriaisnotyetknown, butscholarslike
Adetugbo (1978), andBanjo(1966) believe thatthe language musthavebeen
introduced to the area inthe 16th century. Somefactors canbeheld responsiblefor
theimplantationofEnglishin Nigeria. Thesefactors include
tradeorcommerce,religiousactivities, colonialism andeducation.

3.2ImplantationthroughTradeorCommerce

The  English  language  wasbroughtto  Nigeria  bythe  traderswhohad
establishedactivetrade contactwiththeWestAfricancoastalregionas farback as thel6th
century. ThetypeofEnglishthatwasintroduced aroundthisperiodwasPidginEnglish.

Inaddition, the trans-Atlanticslave tradealsoaidedthe  implantationof the
EnglishlanguageinNigeria. Thiswas soinatleasttwoways. One during the slave trade
period, the slave traders must have used some formofthelanguage
totransactbusinesswiththe localintermediaries. Two,whenthetradewas
abolished,someofthefreedslaves, especially fromSierra-Leone
andLiberia,weresaidtohavefoundtheirwaybackto such places as Badagry, Lagos,
Abeokuta and so on, where they helped to spread theknowledge of English which
theyhad acquired. Some of these freed slaves functioned as clerks and interpreters to
missionaries andcolonialadministrators.

3.3ImplantationthroughReligion

Theseriesofexplorationactivities intovariouspartsofAfricahelpedtoopen the continent
to the outside word. Notable among these exploration activities were thoseofMungo
Park, Clapperton and Lander Brothers. Immediately after these explorations, Christian
missionary activities began.These missionary activities contributed immenselytothe
implantationofEnglishinNigeria. The missionaries hadtotrainsomeNigerians tobecome
clerks andinterpreters. Andindoing this, the people were exposed to some form of
English. Missionary activities started in places like Badagry and Abeokuta, where
Churcheswereestablishedand schoolsopenedtotrainpeopleas catechists and soon.

3.4ImplantationthroughEducation

With the Christian missionary activities came western education. In fact, the coming

of the Christian missionaries can be saidtobe
thebeginningoftheformalacquisitionofthe Englishlanguage in Nigeria
withtheestablishmentofschoolswhere Englishwastobetaughtand

learntasasubjectonthecurriculum.

During the days of the European Christian missionary activities
inNigeria,thetypeofeducationthatwas  introducedgaveprominence to  language-
relatedactivitieslikereadingandwriting. Thiswas toaidthe missionaries intheiractivities.
3.5ImplantationthroughColonialism

Missionaryactivities  andcolonialismcanbesaidtoworkhandinhand  ontheNigerian

soil.Italsoseems thatthemissionaryeffortsprepared thewayforcolonialism.
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TheBritishcametoNigeria tocolonizeitjust as theydidtomanyotherpartsoftheworld.
Oneofthemajorlegaciesthat Nigeria inherited from theBritishcolonial government is
theEnglishlanguage.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

1.Whatdoyouunderstandbylanguageimplantation?
2.Statethreefactors that wereresponsiblefor theimplantationof the
EnglishlanguageinNigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Consideringthevarious means throughwhichEnglishwas introducedto Nigeria, it willnot
be wrongto saythat the language was brought to Nigeriathroughdiplomacy,rather
thanforce.  Sinceits  inceptiononthe  Nigeria soil,thelanguagehasbeenplaying
manyvitalroles;its impact is feltinalmostallfacetsoflifeinour society.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit,we have discussed brieflythe implantation of English inNigeria.lthasbeen
shownintheunitthatfactorssuchas commercial activities, Christian missionary activities,
western educationandcolonialism contributed
seriouslytotheintroductionanddevelopmentof Englishin Nigeria. Today, Englishis
soimportantin Nigeria thatits impactisfeltinalmosteveryareaoflife.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1.What do you understand by theprocessof language implantation?
2.1dentify andexplain four factors responsible for the implantation ofEnglishinNigeria
3. What effects does English implantation have on Nigerian indigenous languages?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHERREADINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You should recall our earlier discussion that language is important to man and his
society. It is an important means of human communication. Indeed, language is a social
tool which man uses for very many purposes.Sinceits inception in Nigeria the
Englishlanguage hasbeen performingmany vital roles. Infact, the roles whichthelanguage
performs inNigeriahaveenhanceditsstatus.Inthisunit,weshalldeal ~withsomeofthemajor
functionsofEnglishinNigeria. Whenyou  see  thesenumerous  functions,youwillbe
abletoappreciatetheadvantages whichthe abilityto speakthelanguagecanaffordaNigerian.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

Bythe endofthisunit,you shouldbe ableto:

i. state andexplainthemajorfunctionswhichEnglishperforms inNigeria;
il. justifythe continueduseofEnglishinNigeria;and

iii.  predictthefutureofEnglishinNigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 EnglishasaLanguageofEducation

LetusrecallherethatwesterneducationcametoNigeriawithChristian
religionandcolonialactivities.Youwillalso  rememberthattheform  ofeducationthatwas
introducedinNigeria inthewakeofChristianityand
colonialismwasthatwhichemphasizedlanguage-relatedactivities
suchasreadingandwritinginadditiontoarithmetic. ~Thiswasbasically inorder for the
missionaries andthe colonial administrators torealize theirobjectives.Since then,
Englishhasbeenan important subject on the
curriculumofeverylevelofeducationinNigeria.
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Apartfrombeinga major subjectonthe curriculum, Englishis todaya mediumofeducation
rightfrom theupperprimary schooltothetertiary level. This means that other
subjects,apart from theindigenous and foreign languages like, Yoruba, Hausa, Igbo,
French, Arabic etc, are taughtinthe English language right fromupperprimary schooltothe
universitylevel.

Itwillnotbe anexaggerationto saythatfailureinEnglishthesedays in
Nigeriawillamounttoeducationalfailure. Forone togainadmissionto
anytertiaryinstitutioninthe country,a creditpass inEnglishisrequired inmostcases.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Think of some other aspects of our educational system in Nigeria
whichdemandtheuseofEnglish.

3.2Englishasal.anguageofTradeandCommerce

Ifyouwillrecall,wesaidthattradewasoneofthemajor factorswhich broughtthe
Englishlanguage toNigeria. Inthe countrytilltoday, the
languagehasremainedalanguageoftrade andcommerce. Itfacilitates trade
amongpeopleofdifferent linguisticbackgrounds(ethnic groups) in the country. In addition
tothe  local trading activities,  the English  languagealsoserves
thepurposeofinternationaltrade inNigeria. It is amajor

meansofcommunicationbetweenNigeria and its international tradepartners.
3.3 EnglishasaLanguageofAdministration

The English Language came to Nigeria partly through colonial administration. Since
then, it has been the language of the political administration,
thelanguageofthecivilserviceinthecountry. Most,if notall,governmentaffairs
especiallyatthestate andnationallevelsareconducted in English. Important government
documents like the constitution are written essentiallyin English. In fact, it
hasbecomeessential for any political aspirant in the country to be able to speakEnglish.
Becauseofitsroles inadministration,the Englishlanguageis
anofficiallanguageinNigeria;itis the linguafrancaofadministration. A Lingual Franca is a
common language use by speakers of different languages. In Nigeria, the status of
English as an official language is no longer debatable. In fact, while English enjoys the
official status accorded in Nigeria, it is pidgin which widely serves as the country’s
lingua franca — it bridges the gap between the educated and non-educated persons.

3.3 EnglishasaLanguageofUnity

Therearemanyethnicgroupswith different linguisticbackgrounds in Nigeria. The English
language joinsthese different ethnic groups togetherin a way, in the sense that it
facilitates inter-ethnic communication. Consideringthis,therefore, itcanbesaidthatEnglish
is alanguage ofunity in Nigeria. Butitshouldbenotedthatthe fact that a group ofpeople
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speakthe same language does not necessarily guaranteeunityamongthem. Take for
instance the present state of the country where a terrorist group known as Boko
Haram which literarily means “Western education is evil’ has continued her
incessant evil activities of bombing. Whatwe aresayingis thatEnglishisone
ofthosethingswhichNigerians cansaytheyhaveincommonand,since itplays
anintegrativeroleby facilitatinginter-ethniccommunication, it canbesaidtobe
thelanguageofunity linguistically, but not politically. In fact, a language which can be
used as an effective instrument for national unity can also be used as a weapon for
exclusion. The latter trend can destabilize a nation as it sets different linguistic groups
against each other in an attempt to fashion out an identity for themselves. This scenario
can be found in Nigeria, where language has been the sole factor in group integration
and at times disintegration.

Apartfrombeingalanguageofnationalunity,it ~ canalsobesaidthat  English  achieves
forNigeria international unity. Today, Nigeria is a memberoftheworld
speechcommunitiesofthe Englishlanguage.

3.5Englishasal.anguageofInternationalDiplomacy

In world-wide today, Englishis thelanguage ofinternationaldiplomacy. The
conductofinternational affairs in  most part the worldis carriedout
inEnglish.Also,someworldorganisations likeU.N.O,UNESCOand soonuse Englishas
their major meansofcommunication.In fact, tobe relevantinworlddiplomacy today,a
countryshouldbe abletouse English.Inthiswise,wecan regardEnglishasagloballanguage.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

1.Mentiontwointernationalorganisations apartfromU.N.O. and UNESCO  whichuse
English as a major means of communication.

2.Are there Africaninternationalorganisations that alsoadopt English as their major
means of communication? Mentionthem.

3.6 EnglishasaMediumofCreativeWriting

TheuseofEnglishasamediumofcreativewritinginNigeriahasledto the development of
literary English in the country. Today, many Nigeriancreativewriters adoptEnglishas
themediumoftheirwritings. Nigeria can boast of such creative writers as Wole Soyinka,
Chinua Achebe, J.P Clark, Chukwuemeka Ike, Niyi Osundare, and Femi Osofisan and
so on. Even though these writers use English as the media for their creative writing,
each of them has different linguistic manner. Their works are not devoid of their
cultural heritage.

These writers have helped in extending the possibilitiesofthe EnglishlanguageinNigeria,
especially through code-switching, code-mixing and transliteration.
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SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Mentionany Nigerian creative writer whohas achieved an
internationalfamethroughhiswritings.
2.Describe thefame andstatewhenitwas achieved.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Considering the various roles which English plays in Nigeria, it becomes incontestable
thatthelanguagehascometostayinthe country.The languageoccupiesa
prestigiouspositionbecause ofitsnumerous roles.Itis this
utilitarianfactorthatessentiallymakes  Englishtobeasecondlanguage inNigeria. You
willrecallthata second languageisthat which is learnt and used extensively in addition to
the mother tongue. When place vis-a-vis theindigenous Nigerian languages, definitely
English occupied a very prominent position; it enjoys
prominenceorwhatistechnicallytermeddominanceconfiguration.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have discussed in this unit the major functions which English performs inNigeria.
Thelanguageisusedas amediumofinstructioninschools; it is thelanguageof
administration; it isthelanguageof commerce andindustry; it isthelanguageof national
unity; itis the language ofinternational diplomacy;itis also a medium ofcreative
writing.For a long time to come, English will continueto play these
rolesinthecountry.EnglishisindeedimportantlegacyNigeria inheritedfromBritain(its
formalcolonialmaster).

6.0 TUTORMARKEDASSIGNMENT

1.Whatmajor functiondoes Englishperform inNigeria?
a. DoyouthinkEnglish shouldcontinuetobeusedin Nigeria?
b. Whatis thefutureofEnglishinNigeria?
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1.0INTRODUCTION

English as used by educated persons is called Standard English. However,there are
othervarietiesofEnglishwhichdevelopedas resultofthe influenceofother languages. This
gave riseto suchvarieties ofEnglishas PidginandCreole.

Inthis unit, youwilllearnaboutthe characteristicsofCreoleandPidgin andhowthese differ
fromStandardEnglish.

2.00BJECTIVES
Bytheendofthis unit, youshouldbe ableto:

i. define Englishas a SecondLanguage (ESL);
i1. state whatyouunderstandbyPidginandCreole;
ii1. distinguishbetweenPidginandCreole.

3.0MAIN CONTENT
3.1WhatisESL?

AccordingtoAfolayan  (1999), ESL  canbe  regardedas  botha  variety
ofEnglishandadiscipline.As a variety ofEnglish, ESLdescribes the formofEnglish,
whichexists ina place wherethe language is learned
andusedwidelyinadditiontothefirstlanguage(s)or mothertongues(s). Inthis situation,
Englishexistswithotherlanguage(s). This is thereforea bilingualor multilingual
situation.This situation will have some implications forthe form of theEnglish
language, since the mothertongue(s)willinfluencethe language one wayoranother. This
type  ofinfluenceistermedmother  tongue  interference  anditcanmanifestinthe
areasofphonology,semantics andgrammar.Inotherwords, ESL asa varietywillbe
expectedtodiffer somewhatfromEMT(thatis,English as Mother Tongue). This is to say,
for example, that the Englishlanguage in Nigeria will exhibit some peculiarities in the
aspectsof phonology(pronunciation),lexis andsemantics andgrammar.
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ThisissobecausethesituationinwhichEnglishisusedinNigeriaisnotthesamewiththatofBritai
n oranyotherplacewherethe languageisusedas a firstlanguageor mothertongue.

ESL asa disciplinerelates toa formaleducationalprogramme andwill naturally relate to
such issues as theories and practicesof teachingEnglish asa second language.However,it
is in thefirstsense (that is ESL as avariety)thatweareusingthe termESLhere.

3.2DefinitionandCharacteristicsofPidgin

The term ‘pidgin’ is thought to have originated from the Chinese pronunciationofthe
Englishword ‘business’.Pidginisalanguagemadeupofelementsoftwoor morelanguages
andusedfor minimalcontact, especially tradecontactbetweenthe speakersofthelanguages.
Pidgin isnotusuallythemothertongueofanyparticularpeople.

According to Fromkinand Rodman (1978),the “most notable pidgin that exists today is
called“Tok Pisin” it was formerly called MelanesianPidginEnglish. Thisformofpidginis
extensivelyusedin PapuaNewGuinea.

Characteristically, pidgin is a rudimentary form of a language of minimalcontact.
Itusessimplifiedvocabularyandgrammar.  Butthis  isnottosaythatitisnotrule-governed.
Grammaticalcategorieslikecase, tense,moodandvoice aregenerallynotpresentinpidgin.

In  many places,pidginhas come tohave negative connotations.  This
mightbebecausemostofthebest-knownpidgins areallassociatedwith European colonial
empires. TheEncyclopediaBritannica once
describedpidginusingnegativeorunpalatablewords.Pidgin, accordingtothisbook,is
anunrulybastardjargon, filledwithnurseryimbecility,vulgarismand  corruption. In recent
times, however,there has beengreater recognition of the fact that pidgins reflecthuman
creative linguistic ability. These creativities, although may vary, are not without forms
and structures.

InNigeria,pidginis commonlyusedbythepeopleintheSouthernparts ofthe country. Itis
commonamongthelbo,ljaw,Ibibio,Urhoboanda lotofotherethnicgroupsnearthe coast. This
isbecauseofthefactthat whenthe traders and missionaries came,theyenteredthe
countryfrom the coastalparts andpidginsbegantodevelop soas toensurethatthere was a
form of communication. Pidgin English is a mixture of

Englishandthe indigenouslanguages.

IntheSouth-South,South-EastandSouth-WestpartsofNigeria,Pidgin English
isapopularlanguage. Sometelevision stationscast news in
pidgininadditiontolocallanguages andEnglish.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

1.WhatpurposesdoyouthinkPidginEnglish serveinNigeria today?
2.How would youfeel if whatthePresident oftheFederalRepublic ofNigeria could
speakisonlypidgin?

3.3WhatisCreole?
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The terms “Creole” was used in the 16th Century by Spanish and Portuguese colonials
and originally referred to individuals born in colonies who were of Portuguese, Spanish
or African descent. The word was later adopted by the French, who used the word to
refer to people of African or European descent who had been born in the French
colonies of America or the Indian Ocean.

Today, the term is most commonly used to refer to two primary groups.The first consist
of those people of European descent born in the West Indies or Spanish — Speaking
America. A second group comprised of people of the southern United States; especially
Louisiana.

In the late 17th Century, the term “Creole” was first used to refer to a specific linguistic
group. In a 1685 book authored by a French explorer Michael Jajolet, he used the term
to refer to a Portuguese based language he heard spoken in Senegal. Some linguists
have expanded the definition of “Creole” to include languages that emerged due to
contact between two non-European languages, rather than one European and one non-
European language. Some examples are Kinubi — an Arabic language spoken in Uganda
and Sudan and Lingala — an African based Bobangi language spoken in Congo.

Creolecanberegardedas ~ anadvancedformofpidgin.  Whenapidgin  comes  tobe
usedasamother tongueofagroupofpeople,itbecomesa Creole. Creole is a language that
has its origin in an extended contact between two language communities one of which
is generally European. The main difference between a pidgin and a Creole is that a
Creole has the status of a mother tongue.

Creole may also arise when communities with mutually intelligible languages are kept
apart,aswas thecase with AfricanNegroes
intheAmericas(SouthandNorth)whowereseparatedtopreventinsurrection(rebellion). In
this situation, the communitiesresort to pidgin as theonlyviable linguafranca, andthis
thenbecomesaCreolee.g.JamaicanCreole.

Pidgins andCreolessharecertaincharacteristics. Theyaresyntactically simplerthan the
languagesupon whichthey are based. For example, inflexions are minimal and
reduplication is common e.g.quick- quick, small- small. There isalsoserial verb structure
as in“Datchief,him womango startbeginteacham”

Creoles andpidginsbasedonEnglishexist inallthe continentsofthe world and can be
divided into two main groups: Atlantic varietiescontain West African features and
Pacificvarieties, relatedtotheEnglishusedespeciallyinthelate
19thcenturyandearly20thcenturyonthe China coast. Whilemostofthevocabularycomes
fromEnglish,it also includes Portuguese words such as “savvy” (sabi) and“piccaninny”
(pikin). In Sierra-Leone, Krio(Creole) spokenbyabout200,000 people (Fromkin and
Rodman 1978: 270)developed partly fromanEnglish-basedpidgin.

4.0 CONCLUSION
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Therearediversitiesoflanguages inthehuman society. Languages can
beclassifiedaccordingtotheir ~ functions,modeandorderofacquisition,  originandstatus.
TheconceptofEnglishas asecondlanguage (inthesense of a variety ofEnglish)relates to
functionsaswellas ~ orderor = modeofacquisition.  Intheirowncase,pidginandCreole
arerelatedinthe sense that Creoleis anadvancedformofpidgin. Both
pidginandCreolearebasedontwoormoreother
languagesfromwhichtheydrawtheirvocabularies.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have explained the concept of English as a second language (ESL)
anddescribed pidginandCreole aswell asstate their characteristics.
YouwilldowelltonotethatpidginandCreole hassomesimilarities anddifferences.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1. WhatdoyouunderstandbyEnglishasaSecondlanguage?

2. Explain what you understand by pidgin and Creole and
distinguishcarefullybetweenthetwo
3. In five sentences, one for each, differentiate pidgin and broken English.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHERREADINGS
Afolayan,A(1991)“Theconceptof*EnglishasaSecondLanguage’as

an Applied Linguistic Policy for Development” Journal of
EnglishasASecond Language(JESEL)No3.pp6-21.

Fromkin,VandRodman,R(1978).4n IntroductiontoLanguage
(SecondEdition).NewY ork:Holt,Rinehartand Winton.

http://www.alsintl.com/languages/creoles
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Language is related to almost every human activity e.g. culture, economy,politics,
educationandsoon. The topicofourconcerninthisunit relates to language and  politics.
Whenever the concepts of nationalism and nationism are discussed,language cannot be
ignored.Sointhisunit weshallseehowlanguageisrelatedtonationalismand Nationism. Our
discussion in this unit will further reinforce the importance of language to man and his
society. It will also dwell on some of the language problem facing a developing country
like Nigeria.

2.0 OBJCETIVES
Atthe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1. definenationalism;
ii. explainwhatyouunderstandbynationism;and
iii.  statehowlanguageisrelatedtonationalism andnationism.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 LanguageandNationism

As you havelearnt, language is a system of humancommunication, which makes use of
sounds and symbols. Itisvery much relatedto human culture-it is part of culture and it
also serves as a means o expressing culture. Language is very much related to the
political conceptsofnationalism andnationism.

AccordingtoFishman (1968)theterm*nation’ shouldbe
consideredasapoliticalgeographicalentitywhile‘nationality’ mightbe consideredasa socio-
cultural entity. This means that the term ‘nation’ refers to a politicaland
geographicalentityorunitwhile ‘nationality’ refers toanentityorunitwhichcanbesocio-
culturallydefined.

Whatthenis‘nationalism’? AccordingtoAkindeleand Adegbite(1999:70), nationalism’

denotes thefeeling of belongingtoanationality. Theyalsoexplainnationalityas
asociologicalunit.Peoplebelongingtoa nationalityexhibit solidarityorthefeelingofoneness
astheysubscribe to common socio-cultural andlinguistic  habits.InNigeria,as Akindele
and Adegbite say, nationality: coincides withethnic groupboundaries likeY oruba,Hausa,
Igbo, Edo,Itsekiri,ljaw andsoon. Theyalsonote thattheseethnic groupboundaries extend
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beyondstate boundaries. Reflectonthis foramoment.Then,mentiontheHausa-dominated
states in Nigeria.In addition, mention theY oruba-dominatedstates inNigeriaaswell.

Asatnow,Nigeriacannotbesaidtobea singlenationality; itis made upof manynationalities.
Butanationlike Englandisalsoanationality,and being a nationality it is not pre-occupied
with the problem of language
choice.Inotherwords,nationalityisnotconfrontedwiththeproblemoflanguage
choice.InEngland,forexample,itisdefinitelytheEnglishlanguage.In this sense, the English
languagedefines theEnglandnationality.

LanguageandNationism

As Fishman(1968) says,nationism suggests political integration.According to Akindele
and Adegbite (1999), ‘nationism’ as a conceptdenotes thefeelingofbelonging to
anation.Aswe havesaidearlier,theterm‘nation’denotes apoliticalandgeographicalentity.
Inthe opinion of Akindele and Adegbite(Ibid), theterm ‘nation’, as a
politicalentitydoesnotnecessarily meanasociologicalunit. TheyciteU.S.A,Australia,
FranceandWest Germanyas examples of nations,which are also, nationalities,while
Nigeria, Ghana and Liberia areAfricannations thatareyettotransform tonationalities.

Unlikea nationality,anationwhichisyet tobecomea
nationalityhastheproblemoflanguagechoicetocontendwith. Englishis
thenationallanguage in England, but as at now Nigeria has notruly nationallanguage. In
Nigeria, there are over200 ethnicgroups, each withitsown language.Thus, Nigeria can be
saidto consist of overnationalities. Inthissituation,thechoiceofwhichlanguageshouldbe
regardedasa national  languagecannot  bea  simple  one.Certainly,no
ethnicgroupwillwantitslanguagetoberelegatedtothebackground.Eventhemerepoliticalreco
gnitionofHausa,IgboandY oruba as
majorindigenousNigerialanguagesdoesnotgodownwellwiththespeakersoftheso-
calledminoritylanguages. So,anationlikeNigeriacannotyet
beregardedasanationalityuntilithas succeededinits choiceofatruly nationallanguage.

Certainly,lackofanationallanguagecanleadtoadivisivetendencyin anation. Inorder
tocontainthisproblem, EnglishisusedinNigeriatofill the vacuum created bytheabsence ofa
truenationallanguage.Englishbecomes medium of communication across ethnic
boundaries. Itis inthissense thatwecan regardEnglishasplayinganintegrativerole in the
country. The language weds togetherdifferentnationalities thatmakeuptheNigeriannation.
Thetransformationinto a nationality = remainsthe highest goal of Nigeria as a socio-
political entityorunit, andthe issueoflanguagechoice isamajordeterminingfactor.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

1. Is thereany countryin  Africa that can be regarded nowas
bothanationandanationality?
2. Explain the integrative role of the English language inNigeria.

3.0 CONCLUSION

In anationality,thereisnoproblemoflanguage choiceas the entityisalready linguistically
integrated. What is paramount in a nationalityrelates tolanguage  maintenance
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anddevelopment. Ontheotherhand,language choice isaseriousproblem
confrontinganationthatisyetto transformintoanationality. Thisis
thesituationinwhichcountries likeNigeria and Ghana are now. In Nigeria, English
isbeing used asanational language. It is theonlylanguagethat guarantees inter-ethnic
communication.

4.0 SUMMARY

Inthisunit,we  have explainedthetwodifferentbutrelatedconceptsofnationalism  and
nationism. In addition, we have brought out how languageisrelatedtothetwoconcepts.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS
1. Define the conceptsof‘nationalism’and ‘nationism’.
(a) Howis languagerelatedtonationalismandnationism?
(b) Will youregardNigeria as a nationandornationality?
Givelinguisticreasons to supportyouranswer.
2. Among all the languages in Nigeria which one(s) should be adopted as a National
Language? Give the reason for your choice.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHERREADINGS

Akindele,FandAdegbite,W (1999).TheSociologyandPoliticsofEnglish inNigeria: An
Introduction. Ile-IfeObafemiAwolowo University Press.

Fishman,J etal(eds)1968).LanguageProblemsofDevelopingNations. NewY ork:John
Wiley&Sons,Inc.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The  conceptofEnglishas  aSecondLanguage(ESL)isrelatedtothatof  bilingualism
inthesense thatESexists inabilingualsituation. Inthis unit,therefore,youwill learnaboutthe
conceptofbilingualism,witha focusonitsdefinition, types andextent.
Today,manypartsoftheworld canbesaidtobebilingualandthishassomeimplications
forlanguage policies andlanguage education in such areas. As at now,opinions
differontheplaceotbilingualismineducation,particularlyas itrelates to the controversy of
whether bilingualism should beregarded as an assetor liabilityineducation.
Thequestioniswhetherbeingbilingualis an advantage or a disadvantage to one
educationally. Really, this controversyisnotour concern at thislevel,but it iswellfor us to
be awareofit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

Atthe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:
1. define the conceptofbilingualism;
i1. identifyandexplaintypesofbilingualism; and
ii1. distinguishbetweencompound and co-ordinate bilingualismas
wellasbetweenindividualand societalbilingualism.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 DefinitionofBilingualism

Manydefinitionshavebeengiventothetermbilingualism. According toBloomfield
(1933),bilingualismrefers to  “thenative-like  controloftwo  languages”.Francis
(1958)also echoes this idea by taking a bilingual person to be “somebody with a
perfect control of twolanguages”.In his own case,Haugen (1961) defines bilingualism
loosely as “a practice of two languages”. Furthermore,Mackey (1968),
seesbilingualismas‘‘analternativeuse oftwoor morelanguagesbythe same individual”.

These definitions have their merits and demerits. For example, Bloomfield’sdefinitionis
inadequatebecauseitonlydescribesonetypeofbilingualism. Thesame thinggoesfor Francis.
Haugen’sdefinitionofbilingualism isalsotooloose. Mackey’sdefinitionofbilingualism is

morerealistic and adequateforourpurposein thisunit. Therefore,we
shallregardbilingualismas theuseoftwolanguagesbyanindividualoracommunity.
Thetwolanguages existsidebyside andareusedbythe individualorthe community.
Inotherwords,bilingualism isaproduct ofalanguage contactsituation—

itisaconsequenceoftwolanguages incontact, with the possibility of cross-linguistic
influence betweenthetwolanguages. Thismeanssimplythatthereis thepossibilityofthetwo
languages influencingeachother.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Howdoyouthinkanalternativeuseoftwolanguagesbythe same individualispossible?
3.2TypesofBilingualism

From thedefinitionsofbilingualism thatyouhaveseenin3.1,itshould becomeobvious
toyouthatbilingualismisnotofonetype. Twobroadtypes of bilingualism which have been
identified areindividual bilingualism and societal bilingualism. Individual bilingualism
isaphenomenoninwhichanindividualhasanalternativeuseoftwolanguages. He may decide
to use language A orlanguage B,dependingonthe subjectofdiscourse,participants and
setting,among other factors.
AneducatedNigerian,forinstance,isabilingualpersoninthesense ~ thatheor  she  can
speakhisorherindigenouslanguageandEnglish.

Societal bilingualism describes a situation whereby two different languages exist
andfunction independently within the societyconcerned. When thereisa

functionaldifferentiation =~ between  the  two languages, thereiswhatis
calledbilingualismwithdiglossia. Diglossia
thereforedescribesasituationinwhichthetwolanguages thatexistside

bysideinasocietyhavetheirseparatedomainsofuse. Forexample, in mostcases inNigeria
Englishwillbeusedforofficial,nationalaffairs while the indigenous languages will be
used for informal family discussions.

There may also bebilingualism without diglossia. This obtains when
thereisnofunctionaldifferentiationbetweenthe twolanguages existing sidebyside ina
community. This means thetwolanguagescanbeused inalldomains.
SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE
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1.Distinguish betweenindividual bilingualism and societal bilingualism.
2. What relationship exists between code switching, code mixing and bilingualism?

3.3ExtentofBilingualism

By extent of bilingualism we refer to the degrees of individual bilingualism. When
we talk of the degreesofindividual bilingualism, we canhave coordinate
bilingualism, compound bilingualism and incipientbilingualism.

3.3.1CoordinateBilingualism

Coordinate bilingualism is a situation wherea personis ableto speaktwo different
languages with equal or partially equal facility. Acoordinate bilingual is able to
keepthe systemsof his two languages apart. Heunderstands therolesofeachof his
languagesperfectlywelland he is able tocommunicate in the two languages
effectivelywell. Thus,a coordinate bilingual has‘““anear native-like competence inhis
twolanguages”(Akindele andAdegbite,1999). In coordinate bilingualism, one
acquires the two languages in different contexts (eg. school and home), so the word
of two languages belong to separate and independent systems.

3.3.2CompoundBilingualism

Compoundbilingualismdescribesasituationinwhichapersondoesnot have equal
competence in his two languages. A compound bilingual cannot keep the systemof
his two languages apart and so, traces of mother tongue
interferencearenoticeableinhisuseoflanguage. Many Nigerian bilinguals are rather of
the compoundtype. A compound bilingual learns two languages in the same
environment so that she acquires one notion with two verbal expressions.

3.3.3 IncipientBilingualism

Thisdescribesasituationinwhichapersonunderstands and speakswellone of the two
languages existing in his community (especially his mother tongue), but understands
the  second language  only  partially. Examples  aresemi-literate
speakersofEnglishamongtheHausa,IgboandYoruba andotherlanguagegroups. This type
of bilingualism is also sub-coordinative bilingualism.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Bilingualism is a product oflanguagein contact. Becauselanguage and culture are
closely related,bilingualismpredisposesbiculturalism.In otherwords,abilingualpersoncan
besaidtobebicultural. Just as bilingualism exists indegrees,biculturalismtoois
amatterofdegree.

5.0 SUMMARY

Inthisunit,we have discussed thedefinition ofbilingualism,typesof bilingualism as well
as extent or degree of bilingualism. Just as an individualcanbe
bilingual,asocietycommunityorcommunitycanalsobe bilingual. Today, bilingualism isa
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common phenomenon in the world.Manypeople in  manyplacesallover
theworldarebilingual.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGEMENTS

1. Whatdoyouunderstandbythetermbilingualism?
2. To what extent does bilingualism affects bilinguals’ linguistic competence
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1.0INTRODUCTION

Youhave justdealtwiththedefinition,types andextentofbilingualism.
Y ouhavenoticedthatsomepeoplehavedefinedthe conceptindifferent ways. In addition,
you have also seen that bilingualism can be individual or societalandthatindividual
bilingualismvaries indegree. Inordertoconclude
ourdiscussionofbilingualism,weshallturninthis unitto its originand effects. Anywhere it
develops, bilingualism is broughtaboutby some factors,andhaving developed, itleads to
some consequences.

2.00BJECTIVES
Bytheendofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1. describe theoriginofbilingualism; and
ii. stateatleastthreeconsequencesofbilingualism.

3.0MAIN CONTENT
3.1FactorsResponsiblefortheDevelopmentofBilingualism

Many factors can be responsible for the genesis and development of
bilingualism. Amongthesefactors arecolonialism, conquest,tradeand commerce,
annexationandborderline areas.

In Africa,colonialismisamajor factor thatledtobilingualism. You
willrecollectthatEuropeancolonialistscametocolonizedifferentparts
ofAfricathewaytheydidto someotherpartsoftheworld. Britishand Frenchgovernments
cametodominatedifferentpartsofAfrica. English and French as foreign languages were
consequently introduced inAfrica. This led to the development of Anglophone and
FrancophoneAfricancountries. Ofcourse, theAfricancountrieshad (andstillhave)their
own indigenous languages.

The introduction of English andFrench, for example,
thenledtothedevelopmentofbilingualismwheretheindigenouslanguagesofAfrica existed
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sidebyside withEnglish or French.

Another factor that canyield bilingualism is conquest. For example,
U.S.AwasoriginallydominatedbytheIndians. Butlater theplacewas
conqueredandtakenoverbyBritishmigrantswhobroughtthe Englishlanguage and culture
to the area.  Australia also had a similar experience.

Bilingualismmayalsoariseasaresultofcommercialactivities.  Ifyou can  recollect,
tradewasoneofthefactors that ledtothe implantationof the EnglishlanguageinNigeria.
Throughtheactivitiesofthe Europeantraders who had to transact business  with the
local inhabitants, the vehicularlanguageofpidgindevelopedalongthe
coastofWestAfrica.In addition European languages like English, French andPortuguese
startedtobeusedintheareas.

People canalsobecome bilinguals intheindigenouslanguages intheir community
through trade and commerce. For example, trading activities between Yoruba and
Hausa, Hausa and Igbo can lead to bilingualism in Yoruba and Hausa languages, and
Hausa and Igbo languages.

Annexationcanalsoleadtobilingualism. Annexationoccurswhenandwhere a community
forcefully acquires another community. In this situation, exchange of languages
occurs although one language may eventually supersede the other. The language of
the stronger community that annexes the weaker community may supersede
thelanguage ofthe annexed community. Reflect on this for a moment.
Whydoyouthinkitispossible in suchasituationforonelanguagetosupersede theother?
Thinkofanyplace inthe world where thishas happened.

Bilingualism canalsobebrought about by the existence ofborderline areas. Suchis
thesituationin  IdirokoandBakassiareas. Haveyouever beentoanyoftheseplaces?
Youcantakeatriptoanyofthe areas and observethelanguagebehaviors there. Study the
diagram below carefully.
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The diagram shows how borders or community boundaries make bilingualism possible.
The ‘X’ represents the borderline, while ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ represent the two speech
communities. If you carefully observe or study this chat, you will discover that those
persons with dots on their heads in both ‘X’ and Y’ portions will, at one point or the
other, have language contact. This contact is because of the speakers’ proximity to each
other. Thus, these speakers with ticks (V) on their heads will find it difficult to be
bilinguals.

It is not as if they do not want to be bilingual, rather it is because their position (the
distance between where they live and the language they ought to have contact with), as
shown in the chat makes it difficult for them to have contacts with other languages. In
fact, suffice it to say that in borderline areas, the extent of bilingualism is dependent on
the proximity of the speakers of the new dissimilar speech communities.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Canreligionleadtothedevelopmentofbilingualism? Relateyourdiscussionto:
a. TheimplantationoftheEnglishlanguage inNigeria;and
b. Thedevelopmentoflslam inNigeria.

3.2ConsequencesofBilingualism

One consequence ofbilingualismwhichyou shouldreadily thinkofis biculturalism. This
isbecauselanguageispartofculture, andtheability to
speaktwolanguagespredisposesonetobeingbicultural. Learningto
speakalanguagedefinitelymeans morethanlearningabouttherulesof syntax, phonology and
semantics  of  the language; it  also  involveslearningaboutthe
cultureofthepeoplewhospeakthelanguage.

Bilingualism canalso lead to the sociolinguistic phenomena of code- switching and
code-mixing. Code- switching is a phenomenon of making one utterance in one
language and another in a different language within the samediscourse e.g.‘omooya.
Letusgo® (code-switching involving Yoruba and English). On the other hand, code-
mixingisaphenomenonofmakinguseofelementsoftwolanguages

inthesameutterancee.g.Awonstudents naaperformwell;(Englishcode-mixedwithY oruba).

Apart from this, bilingualism can also lead to language borrowing. Languages are like
human beings, they borrow fromone another. In Nigeria,forexample,the
EnglishlanguagehasborrowedsuchwordsasOba,Obi, Emiretcfrom
theindigenousNigerianlanguages;‘Oba’  fromYoruba,’Obi  fromlgbo and ‘Emir’
fromHausa (first fromArabic toHausa and then toEnglish). The indigenouslanguages
also borrowfromEnglish(mostofthe timewithphonologicalmodifications).

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Site five words which your indigenous language has borrowed from English
2. What are the benefits of bilingualism?
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One other effect of bilingualism which we should mention here is mother tongue
interference. This is a phenomenon in which the system ofone’s firstlanguageor
mothertongueintrudes intothesystemofthe second language. Mother tongue interference
ispronouncedinthe area of pronunciation. Mother tongue interference can also
benoticedto some extentin syntaxandsemantics.InNigeria,mostpeople
speakEnglishwithY orubaaccent,Hausaaccent,Igboaccentand soon.

The way people fare with the supra-segmental phonemes or units of stress and
intonation often reflects mother tongue interference.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

Cite five examples of mother tongue interference in the pronunciation of English in
Nigeria; and five examples of mother tongue interferenceineachofsyntaxand semantics.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Bilingualism is a sociolinguistic-phenomenon; it is a product of languagein
society. Wheneverandwhereverlanguages are incontact, bilingualism isboundto develop,
and many non-linguistic factors canbring languages into contact. Bilingualism is now a
world-wide phenomenonwhich shouldbeseenasameritratherthanademerit;it is
asociolinguisticrealityofourownperiodandplace intheworldtoday.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has been devoted to the origin and consequences of bilingualism.
Weshouldnotehere thatapartfromtheindividualandthesocietal ~bilingualismwhich we
observed under typesofbilingualism inunit 8, bilingualism an also be stable or

transitional. In Canada, Nigeria,Ghanaandmanyotherpartsoftheworldwhere
twolanguagesare in perpetual contact,bilingualismis said to be stable, whereas in
placeslikeGermany, Turkeyandsomeotherplaces intheworldwheretongue

influencesdiminish,bilingualismissaidtobetransitional.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Describe theoriginofbilingualism
2. Whatarethepossibleconsequencesofbilingualism?
3. What factors encourage bilingualism?
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1.0INTRODUCTION
In this context, what is meant by National Language Policy is an official and government

policy statement which guided and dictates government action in respect to language
issues. InNigeriathereisno separatedocumentthatcanbe calledlanguagepolicy. Whatwe

cancalltheNigerianational language policyis
containedintheNationalPolicyonEducation(1977)(revised1981). Inthisunit,
therefore,weshall examine therelevantlanguageprovisions
intheNationalPolicyonEducation. Weshallemphasizethe roles assigned the

Englishlanguage in Nigeriaat thevarious levelsof education.

2.00BJECTIVES

Itishopedthatthisunitwillprepareyoutobeable to:

1. describe the language policy in the National Policy on
Education;
ii. state the position of the English language in the overall educationalsysteminNigeria.

3.0MAIN CONTENT
3.1LanguageinPre-PrimaryandPrimaryEducation

The government of Nigeria appreciatesthe importance of language in the

educationofitscitizens. With specificreference topre-
primaryandprimaryeducation,theNationalPolicyonEducation(1977)states that:
“Themediumofinstructionwillbeprincipallythemother-tongueorthe languageofthe

immediate community”.
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Themediumofinstructionis initiallythemother tongueorthelanguage oftheimmediate
community, andatalater stage English.

Thefirst clause aboveis inrespect ofpre-primary educationwhilethesecond clause relates
to primary education. In order to realize these objectives,itis the
intentionofthegovernmentto:

e developtheorthographyof manymoreNigerianLanguages, and produce textbooks
inNigerianlanguages;

e sctupalanguage centre  aspartofthe  educationalserviceunder theFederal
MinistryofEducation.

The priority given to the mother-tongueor the languageoftheimmediate community is in
realization = of  the  importance  of  the  indigenouslanguages  inthe
earlyeducationoftheNigerianchildren.
Attheprimaryschool,thepolicydoesnotcategoricallystatethe stageof the change-overto
English. Butwhatisinpracticeis thatthemother-tongue or the languageof theimmediate
community isused as the medium of instruction for the first three years, after which
English becomes themediumofinstruction.

Thereisnodoubtthatthisprovisionis confronted with someproblems.
Thegovernmenthasnotactuallyputanyconcreteprogrammeonground
inrespectofthedevelopmentoftheindigenous languages.Alsotheshift from the indigenous
languagetoEnglishattheprimaryschoolalsooftenposes some problems to the learners as
theybecome tongue-tied andpassive when theteachersstartto use English. Thisoftenforces
the teachers tooscillatebetweenanindigenous language andEnglish.

The rolesofthe indigenous languages in the earlyeducation of the childrencannotbeover-
emphasized.Infact,languagescholarssuchasBamgbose(1976,1977), Afolayan (1979)
haverepeatedly emphasizedtherolesofthemother-tonguein the early education ofthe
Nigerian child. Also,thesuccessofthelfeProjectofusingY orubatoteachothersubjects(apart
fromEnglish)attheprimaryschoollevelreinforces theimportance ofthe indigenouslanguage
in early education.However,therehasnotbeenafollow-uptotheproject.

3.2LanguageinSecondaryEducation

The National Policyon Education(1981) states that EnglishandtwoNigerian  languages
are to be learnt by the Junior Secondary school students. Itis suggested that in selecting

two Nigerian languages, students shouldstudythelanguage oftheirownarea
inadditiontoanyof thethree majorNigerian languages. This will be subject to
theavailabilityofteachers.Hausa,IgboandY oruba arerecognizedas the

majorNigerianlanguages.

For theseniorsecondary school, the policy states thatEnglishandone other
Nigerianlanguageshouldbestudied. Thepolicyissilentonthemedium
ofinstructionatthesecondarylevel.
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3.2.1 Current Policy on Education (2008)

Since the publication of the first edition in 1977, the 2™ and 3™ editions were published

in 1981 and 1997, respectively keeping with the dynamics of social change and the

demands on education. This 4™ edition was necessitated by some policy innovation and

changes, and the need to update the 3" edition (1998) accordingly. These innovations

and changes include:

(1).  the lifting of the suspension order on open and distance learning programme by
government.

(i1). revitalization and expansion of the National Mathematical Centre (NMC).

(1) establishment of the Teachers Registration Council (TRC)

(1i1))  introduction of information and Communication Technology (ICT).

(v). prescription of French Language in the primary and secondary schools
curriculum as second official language.

(vi). prescription of minimum number of subject to be taken by SSCE (Senior School
Certificate Examination) Candidates.

(vii). the integration of basic education in the programme of Quaranic schools , to
ensure equal opportunity and effective implementation of UBE (Universal Basic
Education).

(viii). repositioning science, technology and vocational education in the scheme of
national education for optimum performance

(ix). general contextual change to reflect the state of professional practice in
education, among others.

Government has set up a National Education Policy Implementation Committee to
translate the policy into workable blue prints that would guide the bodies whose duty it
would be to implement the policy. The committee was also to develop monitoring
system for education plan as it evolved.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1.Whatdoyouthinkare theadvantagesofconductingearly educationinthe child’s mother
tongue?
2.What is the medium of instruction in Nigerian secondary schools?

4.0CONCLUSION
Languagesplay animportant role in theprocessof educationbecause language is amajor
means through which education takes place.

Becauseofthevitalroleoflanguageineducation,therefore, thereis the need for a viable and
practical language policy, especiallyin a bi or multilingualsettinglikeNigeria.

5.0SUMMARY

We haveindicated inthis unit that there is no separate document in

Nigeria as at nowwhichcanbe called language policy. Government

official statements in respect of language issues in education are containedinthe
NationalPolicyonEducationformulatedin1977and revisedin1981.
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The 1998 and 2008 editions of the policy have made some improvement s compared to
the previous ones. But the problem remains the implementation of the content of the
policy fromthestatements, itisclearthatgovernmentrealizes the importance of language in
education and formaintaining unity. From thestatementsalso,itisclear
thattheNigeriangovernmenthas in mind bilingual education for its citizens. However,
most of the statementsstillremain merestatementsofintentionasgovernmentisyet
toputinplace concretemeasures in realizingitsobjectives.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1.Describe thelanguage provisions inthe National Policyon Education.
2.Whatdoyouthinkis thepositionofthe Englishlanguagein theover-alleducationalsystem
inNigeria?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

EnglishwasnotthefirstEuropeanlanguagetobespokeninNigeria.In fact, anOba
ofBeninwasreputedtohavespokenfluent Portugueseas farback asthe
16thcentury.ButEnglishsoondisplaced Portuguesein Nigeria due to

reasonsnotyetobvious. But itcanbeguessedthatthe fact that Portuguese activities were
limitedto the royal courts contributedtoitseasydisplacementbythe Englishlanguage.

As the Romans imposedLatinontheirconqueredterritories, the British
alsoimposedEnglishontheir colonies,includingNigeria.However, the imposition was
rather diplomatic. Trading activities, missionary activities,westemeducation
etc.,contributed immensely to the introductionofEnglishinthe country.Sinceits
introduction,inNigeria, Englishhasbeenexistingalongside thenumerous

indigenouslanguages inadditionto suchlanguagesasArabic andFrench.

In this unit weshall talk about the interaction of English andindigenous languages
withemphasisonthe effectsofEnglishontheindigenouslanguagesaswellas
theeffectsoftheindigenous languagesonthe Englishlanguage.

2.00BJECTIVES
Atthe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1. describe thelanguagesituationinNigeria;
ii.  state some effects of the indigenous languages on English in Nigeria; and
iii.  mentionsomeeffectsofEnglishontheindigenouslanguages in Nigeria
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 TheLanguageSituationinNigeria

From our previous discussions, It has been established that the linguistics status of Nigeria
is no longer shrouded in obscurity. Nigeria is a perfect example of a multilingual country.

Multilingualismisa phenomenonoflinguisticpluralismwithinasingle
polity.AccordingtoStewart(1968),nationalmultilingualismrefers totheuseofmore
thanonelanguageinasinglepolity. Multilingualism exists invaryingdegrees

inmanyareasoftheworld,e.g.Asia,Africa, LatinAmericaetc.

Asat now, the actual number ofthe indigenouslanguages inNigeria cannot be
determined, butithas been variouslyput between 150 and 400. Furthermore, these
indigenous languages havedialects,some of which are not even mutually intelligible. Out
of these numerous languages, Hausa, Igbo andYoruba have the political recognition as
‘major languages’. The three languages can be regarded as regional
linguafrancas:HausaispredominantintheNorth,Igbointhe Eastand

Yoruba intheWest.

In addition to the indigenous languages in Nigeria, we have such languages as English,
French, Arabic, German, Russian and Pidgin
English.French,German,ArabicandRussianaretaughtinour schools andUniversities as
foreignlanguages. Withinthe society,theyareused forvery restrictedactivities. ButEnglish
enjoys the  statusofasecond language;itisusedextensivelyfor the conductofday-to-
dayactivities. Arabic isusedmostly onlyin religious contexts while Pidgin English
flourishes mainly in commercial contexts, and spoken informal situations.

Definitely, thepicturepaintedaboveis thatof multilingualismandthereis a
movementtowardsa diglossic relationship; that is a functional differentiationofthe
languages. Butinpracticalterms,bilingualism is predominant.

3.2  InteractionofEnglish andthelndigenousNigerianLanguages

Languages are likehumanbeings.Just likehumanbeings interactwith
oneanother,languages ina multilingual settingalsointeractwith one another. In such a
situation, there will be cross linguistics influence. Since the English languages exist
side by side with the indigenous Languages in
Nigeria,itexertssomeinfluenceonthelanguages.Inlikemanner, the indigenous
languagesalsoinfluencethe Englishlanguage. So,itisatwo-wayaffair.

3.2.1 Effects of the Indigenous Languages on the EnglishLanguage

The effects ofthe indigenous languages in Nigeria on theEnglish language canbe seen
in termsofthe colorations thathave beengiven the English languageinthe country.
These reflectat variouslevelsof languagedescription:phonology,grammar, lexis and
semantics.

At the phonological level, the influence ofthe mothertongue is pronounced.
Thismanifests inthetreatmentofthesegmentaland supra-

segmentalunits. Withthesegmentalunitsofvowels andconsonants,for example, there is the
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phenomenonofsound substitution.Forexample, there are somevowels
andconsonantswhichare = presentinEnglishbut absentinYoruba.Sowhen the Yoruba
speakers ofEnglishencounter these sounds, they substitute them with sounds which
arepresentin Yoruba e.g./a/ for /O/. So “come” will be rendered as /kom/ instead of
/kam/;“thin”willberealizedas /tin/insteadof ©Oin/. Semantically, many English words
have been assigned meanings different from that of the native speakers. One of such
words is ‘dash’. In Nigeria the expression “Dash me book” means to give someone a
book usually as a gift. Amongst all the meaning of ‘dash’ as used by its native speakers,
none agrees with the one given in the expression above. Many other examples abound.

Withthesupra-segmentalunitsofstress andintonationthereisa similar
tendency.Nigerianlanguages aresaidto be tonalinnatureratherthan stresstimed.Unlike
English intheselanguages, toneisusedfor lexicaldistinction. An average Yoruba speaker
of English, for example, is likely to assign equal prominenceto every syllable in a bi-
polysyllabic words(Apolysyllabicword is that which contains manysyllables).
Butthisisnotsoinnative English speech,whereonlyone syllableisgiventheprimarystress
inapolysyllabicwords.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

IfyouareaspeakerofY oruba,describe twomore examplesofeachof thesituations cited
above.Ifyou speakanotherindigenous language,
statetwoexamplesforeachofthesituationsdescribedabove.  Thatis, howyourindigenous
language affects the treatment of thesegmental andthesupra-segmentalunitsofEnglish.

Atthegrammaticallevel, the influencesoftheindigenouslanguages are
minimal,buttheyarenonethelesspresent. Forexample, thereis theuseof the plural pronoun,
“they”, for a single person among the Yoruba speakers of English. There may also be a
translation of Yoruba structure into English e.g.“lamcoming” saidby somebody
takingan excuse toleave.

At the lexical level,some words from the indigenouslanguages have entered the
English language e.g. “Oba” (King),“dodo” (fried plantain), “iroko” (atype of tree)etc
from Yoruba; “Obi” (atitle), “Ogbono” (a type of soup) etc fromlgbo; “Emir” (a
title),“seriki” (a title) etc.from Hausa.These are regarded as loan words  fromthe
indigenouslanguages.

In thearea of semantics(thatis,meaning), the influenceofindigenous languages and
culturescan also be noted on the English language, especiallyintheaspectofkinshipterms.
Suchkinshiptermsasfather, mother,brother,sisteretc.havebeenbroadenedin
meaninginNigerian English. “Father” in Nigerian Englishmeansmore thanone’smale
biologicalparent,soalso istheword“mother”.
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3.2.2EffectsofEnglishonthelndigenousNigerianLanguages

The Englishlanguage has significant linguisticinfluence on theindigenous languages in
Nigeria. According to Bamgbose (1995), one clearlinguistic influence of English on the
Nigerian languagesrelates to the presence of a large vocabulary of English in these
languages. Suchitems inYoruba include “titi (street), “diga”(digger), “sibi” (spoon),
“buredi” (bread),“redio” (radio)andso on. All these words can be regarded as loan
translations with phonological modification. In the Igbo language for instance, the word
‘tebulu’ was got from the English word ‘table’. Through this process, the vocabulary of
the Yoruba languageis expanded. Thesame thinggoesforalltheother indigenous languages
inNigeria.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

Ifyourindigenouslanguage isYoruba,citemore examplesofthe processdescribedabove.
Ifyouspeakanother indigenousNigerianlanguage,givesomeexamples inyour
languageoftheprocess.

Itshouldalsobenotedthatthe interactionofEnglishandthe indigenous languages in Nigeria

has led to the emergence of Nigerian Pidgin.
NigerianPidgindrawsitsvocabularyfromEnglishand the indigenouslanguages. From the
indigenous languages come such items as“wahala”,

“katakata”,“ogogoro”,megida”’etcinNigerianpidgin.

Thesociolinguisticphenomenaofcodemixingandcode-switchingare also another effect of
the interaction of English and the indigenous languages. An educated Nigerian can
hardly undertake an extensive discourse inhis mothertongue without code-mixing
English itemsor switchingcompletelytoEnglishattheendofa completeutterance

Examples are:

e “That man anwula” (that man is dead)
e “Miorimanyenlana”(code-mixing),meaning“Ididn’tsee theman yesterday”
e “Opari. Let’sgo”(code-switching) (That’sall, Let’sgo)

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

Cite more examples of code-mixingandcode-switching
involvingEnglishandyourindigenouslanguage.

4.0CONCLUSION

Languageinteractionis a common feature inbior multilingualsettings. Nigeriaisa
multilingualcountry inwhichmany indigenous languages existandsomeforeignlanguages
aswell. AlthoughforeigntoNigeria,English has become a second  language in the
country, which is extensivelyusedinadditiontothemother tongues.

Sinceits inception inNigeria, English hasbeenexistingside by side with the indigenous
languages andthishasledto some cross-linguisticinfluence.

5.0SUMMARY
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ThelanguagesituationinNigeriawhichwehavedescribedinthisunitis thatofmultilingualism.
Inthis multilingualsituation, Englishenjoysa great prominence as thelanguage
ofgovernment, education, commerce andindustry,internationaldiplomacyand soon.
Ifplacedinadiglossic relationshipwiththe indigenousNigerianlanguages,thereisnodoubt
thatEnglishwillberegardedas  “H”language(thatis,Highlanguage-a  language that
enjoysdominance over itsrivals). BothEnglishonthe onehandand  theindigenous
languagesontheotherhave continuedto influenceeachother(sociolinguistically). The
influence of the English language in our indigenous languages is more pronounced in
borrowing, whereas the influence of Nigerian indigenous languages on the English
Language gave credence to the recognition of the term “Nigerian English”

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1. Describe thelanguagesituationinNigeria

2. Illustrate clearly the cross-linguisticinfluence betweenEnglish
andtheindigenousNigerianLanguages.

3. What are the convergence and divergence points of bilingualism and
multilingualism?
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1.0INTRODUCTION

Nigeria isa countrywith manyethnic groups andlanguages. In1914 whenLord
FredrickLugard amalgamatedalltheprotectorates intoone country (Nigeria), he did not
amalgamate the indigenouslanguages. The language that was used to link all the tribes
together was the English language. The language was implanted intothe countryandit
is aneutrallanguage, whichnobodycanlayclaimto.

Ifyou makea linguisticexcursionintothe country,youwillfindthatno two languages are

totallyalike. Because ofour linguistic background
andevenculturalbackground,itwillbediscoveredthattheEnglishthat we are usinginNigeria
hasdifferent varieties. We do notspeak the
languagealike;wedonotpronounceallwordsalike. Differentscholars witheach
scholarcomingupwithdifferentvarietieshave examinedthis issue

ofvarietiesofEnglishinNigeria fromvariousperspectives.In this unit, we will examine the
varieties of Englishthat are identifiableinthecountry. Thiswillserveasagoodlaunchingpad
inthestudyof furthervarietiesofthelanguage.

2.00BJECTIVES
Atthe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:
i. explainthe EnglishlanguagesituationinNigeria.

i1. identifythemajorvarietiesofEnglishinNigeria.
ii1.bring out other varieties of Englishthat areidentifiable in Nigeria.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 TheEnglishLanguageinNigeria

The Englishlanguageisasecondlanguage inNigeriabecauseitisnot our mother tongue
orfirst language. Wealreadyhad ourindigenous languagesbefore the adventofEnglish.

The English language came into the country through commerce and
trade,missionaryactivities andcolonial masters. Thisalsohelpedthe educational growth
ofthe country since thelanguageisbeing usedas themediumofinstructionright from
thelaterpartofprimary school.

You will observe that the language came into the country from the coastalareas
likeCalabar,Abeokuta,PortHarcourt,Lagos,Badagryand other townsalong  thecoast.
Through tradeand religions, the languagebegantospread into the hinterland andpeople
beganto communicatein English.By thattime, thewhites began to govern Nigeria and
manyNigerianswho could speak some smatteringofthe language were interested in
working for the whites as cooks, messengers,housekeepersetc. WiththeuseofEnglishas
thelanguage of government, the language became the official language of the country.
Itis thelanguage thatcanuniteusacrosslinguisticboundaries.

However, because of the linguistic background of the individual speakers, some
differences are noticeablein ouruse of the language. This
isbecauseourindigenouslanguageshavesomefeatureswhichare notthesame as
thoseofEnglish, andwhenweputEnglishintouse,the difference can be noticed. This is why
we talk of varieties of the language inNigeriatoday.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

Canyou identifythe reasonthat led tothe implantationof EnglishinNigeria?

3.2VarietiesofEnglishinNigeria

As identifiedintheprevioussection, EnglishinNigeriacanbe divided into different
varieties. The varieties can be identified using certain criteria asguides. We shall
nowlookat some ofthe easily identified varieties thatwehaveinNigeria.

3.2.1GeographicalVarieties

If you look at the geography of the country, you will discover that Nigeria is grouped
intofour majorparts i.e., the Western, Eastern,SouthernandtheNorthernparts. These
canbefurtherdividedifweusethe ethnic boundaryas a guide.Also,thethree
majorlanguages Yoruba, Igbo and Hausa can also serve asguides.The Yorubapeople
areintheWest,thelbopeople inthe EastandtheHausapeopleintheNorth. Withthese
threemajorlanguages

asguides,theuseofEnglishofaY orubapersonwhoisbilingualinEnglishandY orubawillbeslig
htlydifferent from thatofaHausa/Englishor Igbo/Englishbilingual. This istrue of other
local languages that are not classified as among the major ones.

IfaYoruba/Englishbilingualspeaker andanlgbo/English bilingual speakeruse  English,
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the effect of their first language— their mother tongue—willbe reflectedinhowthey
speak.ThatiswhywecanhaveY orubaEnglish,IgboEnglish,Hausa English,EfikEnglishand
soon.All these are varietiesof English. The areaswhere these wvarieties
areeasilynoticeable are thoseofpronunciationandsemanticinferences.

If aYoruba person,Hausaperson,orlgboperson speaks English,one willdefinitely know
through the observation of how languages are articulated. Thesevarieties
areguidedbythegeographicalandtheethnic boundaries. For instance, in the Igbo language,
words usually (if not always) end with vowels. Thus an Igbo speaker will easily
articulate police /polifi/ or /polisi/ different from the English native speaker’s
pronunciation; one would discover that ‘police’ is a disyllabic word, but the Igbo
speakers are likely to make it tri-syllabic. All these occurrences are possible because of
language transfer.

3.2.2VarietiesAccordingtoMedium

Bymedium inthis context,we arereferringtothemeans throughwhich someone
usesalanguage.Asyouknow, Englishcanbewrittenandcan bespokenjustlikeourindigenous
languages.

A predictable form of uniformity exists in the written form of language(s), especially in
formal contexts. With formal writing, one cannot know the geographical or the ethnic
region of the writer. This is because in formal writings, there are universal rules guiding
sentence construction, word usage and sentential meanings. At this level, the writer’s
language idiosyncrasy is concealed.

Whatcanbeusedtomeasure one’s leveloflanguageusage ishis level ofeducation.
Thetypeoftextoneiswritingcanalsohelptodetermine thevarietiesofthelanguageoneisusing.

Oralmedium isnotasformalas the writtenmedium.Youknowinthe spoken medium of a
language, many things are involved. The articulation of the words and sentences can be
noticed. Again, thecontextofusage andthesituationcandeterminethe typeofstyletobe used.
Themeaningsofsomelexical itemsorhowanitemisreferredto canbedifferent inmany areas
andthis can be easilyidentifiedinthe spokenmedium.

In the areaof pronunciation, varieties can be easily noted. Whena

HausaspeakerofEnglishpronounces “people”orwhenanlgbo speaker
ofEnglishpronounces““follow”, the varieties will be easilyidentified. = This
canbenotedinthespeechofY oruba/English,Efik/Englishorother bilingualspeakers.

So,spokenandwritten forms canhelpusdetermine thevarietiesofEnglish.

3.2.3 VarietiesAccordingtoEducation
Thelevelofeducationofaspeakercanalsohelpusdetermine another  varietyofEnglish.
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TheuseofEnglishofaschoolcertificateholderwill bedifferent from thatofagraduate. It is
important to state here that Mr. A attending a formal education is never a guarantee that
his or her variety of English will be better than that of Mr. B who does not have formal
education. If Mr. A depend solely on teachers, and these teachers do not have the
mastery of the English language, Mr. A, despite all he has been taught, will be half
baked. On the other hand, if Mr. B is employed to work as a cleaner in oxford
University were no fewer than 90% of the people he encounters speak good English, in
due course, he or she will become linguistically acculturated and probably begin to
speak a variety of English more acceptable than Mr. A’s who is a graduate in
Linguistics from a Nigerian university.

ThetypeofEnglishthatis taught andlearntinschoolis takenas the standard form. Ifawell-
educated speaker ofthelanguage handles the language, hisown variety of the language
willbeeasily identifiable andtheissue ofstandardNigerian language canthenbe
addressed.This isbecause;ithasbeenadelicate issue toselectthe
standardNigerianEnglishwhichmustbe appropriate
andacceptabletoalltheusersofthelanguage.

3.2.40therVarieties

Asyouhavelearntearlier,manyscholarshaveworkedonthelanguage  issue in  Nigeria
andtheyhaveprovidedasmanyvarietiesaspossible. Apart from geographical, spoken,
written, educated and uneducated varietiesofNigerian English, wealso have types such as
technical Nigerian English, literary Nigerian English and interactional Nigerian English.
The technical variety is the type used in teaching,in legal setting, inthemass
mediaeitherprintorelectronic. Theproblemwith this type of Englishis the issue
ofuniformity inits application. The issueofspeechis
anotherproblemherebecauseitissometimesdifficult to comprehend what other people that
do not come from the same culturalbackground withyou say.

Theliteraryvarietyis  thetypeofusagefoundinliterarytexts.  Level  ofeducationalso
mattershere. Writerswithloweducationalbackground may be more difficult to understand
than those of high educational background. YoucancomparetheworkofAmos
Tutuolawiththatof ~ Soyinka,Achebeandothers. Thestructuralorganizationofthetextand
choice oflanguageuse canbeeasilyidentifiedinthetextsofeducated anduneducatedwriters.

When we talk of interactional NigerianEnglish, we refer to the type employedin day-to-
day conversation.  This  involvesspokenlanguagebuttheproblem there is
thatofacceptabilityandintelligibility.

These thenleadus tothevarietywe cancallstandardNigerianEnglish. Thestandard Nigerian
English should be the one that is standard in every respect. The type that has
international acceptabilityand intelligibility at all levels of language use will be termed
standard variety. Theproblemishowtoarriveatthatvarietythatwillbe called standard’.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES
1. Fromwhatyouhave learntso far,canyoustill thinkofany other
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varietyofEnglishinNigeria?
2. Within your owngeographical area, dospeakers havethe same varietyofEnglish?

4.0 CONCLUSION

It willberecalled fromwhatwehave been toldthatNigeria has many varieties of English.
It dependson howthe language isbeing used. However, you should not see this as alapse
because in every place where languageisused,there are varieties; itisnot limited toNigeria
only. What may surprise you is that we can speaksome varietiesof language which he
owners of English as first language may find difficulttounderstand.
Thatcanbepartofthebeautyofcreativityand hybridizationinlanguageuse.

5.0 SUMMARY

Intheunit,wehavelearntabouttheimplantation ofEnglishinNigeria and the
differentvarieties of English that can beeasily identified in Nigeria. Alltheseare
instancesofthe ~ dynamismofthe = language. = The  factthat we  have as
manyindigenouslanguages aspossibleis a good catalysttothebirthofas
manyvarietiesaspossible inNigeria.

6.0 TUTORMARKEDASSIGNMENT

1.Identify and explain the major varietiesof English in Nigeria today.

2.State and explain some criteria that can be used to markout a standard
NigerianEnglish.

3.Why has it been difficult for Nigerian English to be standardized?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

UsersofEnglisharelocatedallover  theworld, eachusingthelanguage to  reflecthis
geographical area. This gives rise to such geographical varieties of English as British
English, American English, Nigerian Englishetc. Thisunitis
concernedwiththestudyofthestructure and useofEnglishintheNigerian
socialandculturalenvironment. Theaim is to show the general pattern of Standard
English, and English as a SecondLanguagewithaviewtorevealingthe systematicnature
ofthe differencesbetweentheformerandthelattervariety. TheUnitdescribes the peculiar
featuresofESL atthe levels ofPronunciation,Grammar andLexis.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

Bytheendofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1.explainthe conceptsofstandardanddeviation;
ii.identifyandexplaintypes(levels)ofdeviation
iii.state anddescribe threefactors thatdeterminethe extent(degree)ofdeviationinESL.

3.0MAIN CONTENT

3.1TheMeaningofStandardandDeviation

By standard in this study, is meant the Mother Tongue variety of a language,or the
educatedvariety.Deviation,ontheotherhand,refers to the variety or varieties
characterisedbylocal-features modification,of non-nativespeakersofalanguage.

In otherwords,the educated native speaker variety orform of a language is its standard
form whereas, the deviant is that which is coloured bylocal featuresofthose
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forwhomthelanguage isnotfirst languageor mother-tongue.

3.2SecondLanguage

A secondlanguageaccordingtoAdegbiteandAkindele[1992] is alanguage
whichissequentiallythesecondlanguage ofa bilingual person.Accordingtothem, itis the
varietyinwhichabilingual person conducts his everyday activitiesbut shares this role
with another language in which the speaker has the greater linguistic facility or
knowledge. Thisis thespeaker’sS(L1),ormother-tongue.
Kachru(1983)quotedinAdegbiteandAkindele(1992)refertoEnglish asaSecond Language
(ESL) as aninstitutionalizedvariety which has thefollowing features:

o Itundergoesprocessofnativizationoftheregisters.
o Itstyleshavetakenplaceinbothformalandincontextualterms.
o It ismarkedbylocalisedfeatures.

3.3 Influenceof MotherTongueonSecondLanguage

Simply put,the mothertongue or the L1 is the language in which a bilingualor
multilingualpersonconductshis ~ everydayactivities  andin ~ whichheor  shehas
thegreatestlinguisticfacilityor intuitiveknowledge
(AdegbiteandAkindele1992).Thisimpliesthata speaker’sL1doesnot necessarilymeanthe
languageofhis mother.Itmaybesequentially the first language of a person, the onehe uses
in expressing his worldview, cultureandtradition.

In  Nigeria,thereare = over250ethnicgroupswithover450indigenous  tongues.Tomost
peopleinthese ethnic groups,Englishisthe L2. The interaction of English and these
various indigenous languages gives birth to such ethnic varieties asYoruba English,
HausaEnglish, IgboEnglishe.t.c. the effect of the indigenous language on the English
language can be seen in terms of the colouration that has been given the English language
in the country. These colourations reflect at various levels of language description:
phonology, semantics, lexis and syntax. Thus, the influence (interference) of the mother
tongue (i.e. our indigenous languages) on the target has always been a major problem,
both in teaching and learning of English as a second language.
Thequestionnowishowdotheselanguages influence the learningofEnglish?

Igboanusi (2000), in his article,‘Contrastive Analysis: Some Problem areas forthe
IgboLearners ofEnglish’, pointsoutthat whenspeakers who have acquired the habit
ofone language want to learn a second language, there is the tendency for the speech
habits of their language to interfere in their effort at learning and using the second
language. He defines interference as the influence exerted by the linguistic systems of
the first language on that of the secondary language. In this article, Igboanusi points out
Smith’s (1979) classification taxonomy of interferenceas “negative interference”and
‘positivetransfer’. Thelatterpertains todifficulties inusing thetarget language whichare
mainlyattributedto  mother tongue and theformer implies the ease or facilitation
inlearning the L2 resulting from similaritiesbetweenL landL2.

Since we are concerned with deviation in this study, we shall be interested in that
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phenomenon known as negative interference. In thesection that follows, you shall
read about this butbefore then, following conclusions, as contained in Odini’s (1989)
paper and reportedby Igboanusi(Ibid)needtobedrawn:

» Transferoccurs inbothinformalandformalcontexts.

» Transferoccurs inalllinguisticsubsystems.

* Transferoccursamongchildrenaswellas amongadults.
» Typologicalfactorscanaffectthelikelihoodoftransfer.

» Transfercan sometimes involveusualstructure.

* Non-structuralfactorcanaffectthe likelihoodoftransfer.

3.4LevelsofDeviationinESL

Inthis section,you shallreadaboutthevarious instancesofdeviationin Nigerian (L2)
English. Language generally is learnt at four levels: Writing, Reading, Listening and
speaking. These constitute the basic communication skills inlanguage.Deviationis
mostlyperceivedinthe productiveaspectsoflanguagelearning:thatis,speakingandwriting.In
theseaspects,deviationisnoticedatthefollowinglevels:

(a) Phonology-Phonologicaldeviation.
(b) Lexis-Lexicaldeviation.
(c) GrammarGrammaticaldeviation.

Havingidentified thelevels and typesofdeviation,letusnowdiscuss them indetail:

3.4.1PhonologicalDeviation

Thisrefers tothetransferoftherulesguidingtheproductionof speech sounds of a dominant
language in a speech community to the sound systemofa subordinateortargetlanguage.
This canberealisedatthe followinglevels:

* Phonemic

= stress

* intonation.
Deviation isdominant atthe phonemic level. This 1is because of the
differencesbetweenthesoundpatternsofthemothertongueofNigerian learners of English
and the sound patterns of the English language. Some English sounds arenot present at
all, in indigenous languages. Examplesofsuch sounds are thevoiceless
andvoiceddentalfricative,/0/,/0/;voicelessandvoicedpalatalfricative /[ 1,/ 3
/;andlongEnglish vowelsounds/s:/, /a:/,/u:/e.t.c.

Becauseofthis,itbecomesverydifficultfor mostNigerianbilinguals to
acquirethesesounds.AY orubaspeakerofEnglishforinstancetends to produce  ‘think’as
/tink/‘that’ as /dat/while ‘she’ as/si/,measure as /mes/ while some Hausa speakers
will produce ‘fever’ as /fife/, ‘people’ as /fifu/e.t.c.

Therearealsonoticeabledeviationsattheprosodiclevels:
= Syllable

= Stress

= Intonation
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At the syllabic level,most L2 speakersofEnglish tendto transferthe syllabic rules
inindigenous languagesonthe target language English. Thefactis thatthe twoare
entirelydifferentmodels. Themorphological structure of the words of these indigenous
languages follow CVCVor VCVC[constant vowel; vowel- constant patterns]whereas
the English language has consonant clusters. As a result of this, the Nigerian
speakersofEnglish ofteninsert, immediately afterthe productionofa consonant sound,a
vowel sound.Consider the differences in the followingpronunciations.

Word Native English L, Speaker
Pronounciation iati
1 Little /itl/ Mitulu/
2 Bottle /botl/ /botulu/
3 Table /teibl/ /tebulu/

Stress: stress is the most important supra-segmentalunit which poses problems for
non-native speakers. Stress, according to Daniel Jones (1956) is the degree of force
with  which a  syllableis uttered.  Stress differs  fromonelanguage
toanother.Nigerianlanguages are tonalandintonationalwhile Englishisstress-
timedandintonational. This createssomeproblems forNigerianEnglish bilinguals in
learning English sounds.AYoruba-Englishbilingual for instance,stresses every
syllableintheutteranceheproduces inEnglishorplacesstresswronglyon some
words.Comparethefollowingforinstance,

Words Native L, Speaker
English pronunciation
Pronunciation

Character CHAracter Character

Education EduCAtion Education

Advice ADvice adVICE

Madam ‘Madam Ma’dam

Intonation: Atthelevelofintonation,there is alsodeviation.Because all the syllables are
stressed,acarry-overeffectfrom the indigenous
languagetounderstandwhatpartofutterancesaNigerianEnglishbilingualis
tryingtoemphasize. Consider thesentence “lamcominghome”’for instance.

In a normal Englishutterance,‘home’is stressed or emphasized.Itisalso difficult for
aNigerian Englishbilingual to understand howdifferent intonational patternson a

single utterance can give different meanings tothesentence.Forexample

¢ Youhavesome &bney(Tonel Statement)
¢ Youhavesome &bney?)(Tone2Question)
o Youhavesomemﬂiey?)(Tone3D0ubt)

Thesentences above are the same informbutthe tonalrenditionbrings thedifferences in
meaning. In the Igbo language, similar tonal renditions doexist. Take for example the
word ‘Akwa’ in Igbo. This word has four meanings with each determined by tonal
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placement:

. Akwa (clothing)
. Akwa (to cry)

. Akwa (abed)

. Akwa (an egg)

3.4.2GrammaticalDeviation

Osisanwo W.(1994) defines grammar as a body of descriptive statements about the
morphologicaland syntactic structure of a language.Also,Alo(1998) providesa careful
descriptionof thosetwo components of grammar when he explains that syntax is the
divisionofgrammarwhichdealswiththewaywords are combinedinto phrases and phrases
into sentences andtherulesgoverning them;and morphologyas
thecomponentofgrammarwhichdealswiththe internal structureofwords
andhownewwordscanbeformed.

In Nigeria, most bilinguals inthe English language produce utterance both in speaking
and writing that conform to the grammar of their indigenous languages. We  find
amongprimary school and secondary schoolstudentssuchas:

‘Theyarecallingyou’where theyrefers toasingular subject;

“The book felldownfrom thetable” insteadofthebook felloffthe table e.t.c. For
furtherreadingson this, Adegbite andAkindele (1992:33)-SociologyofLanguage.

3.4.3LexicalDeviation

Lexis deals with vocabulary and word organisation in a language. Lexical
deviationinNigerianuseofEnglishtakes twoforms. Thefirst form is traceable to linguistic
factors while the second is traced to
culturalfactors.Fromtheformerperspective,wehaveissuesrelatingto direct translation of
alanguage into English. Culturally, there are certain lexicalitems thatarenot present in
English buthave beenintroducedinto Nigerian English because the notions they express
arefound inNigerianculturee.g ‘brideprice’Lexicaldeviationisalsonoticeablein
theuseofkinshiptermssuchas‘father’ ‘mother’‘son’e.t.c.

Thesekinshiptermshavebeengiven semantic extensionintheNigeria speechcommunity.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

I. Identifythreefeaturesof ESL
2. Define phonological deviation, grammaticaldeviation and lexical deviation

3.5Extent/DegreeofDeviation

Thefollowingfactorsdeterminethedegreeofphonological,lexicaland
grammaticaldeviationinnon-native English.

. levelofeducation
. levelofexposure
. firstlanguage
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Canyouexplaineachofthefactors as itrelates todeviation?

4.0CONCLUSION

It is notpossible for us to exhaust our discussion on standard and deviationin ESL
inthissmallunit. However,wehavebeen able to showthatdeviation in ESL in Nigeria is
conditioned by two basicfactors:thefirstoneis linguisticandthesecondis
cultural.Itcanbesaidtherefore thatphonological,lexicalandgrammaticaldeviationin
ESLcannotbeseenabsolutelyas errors,butalsoas inevitable linguistic featuresofalanguage
contactsituation.

5.0 SUMMARY

Inthisunit,wehavediscussedthefollowing:

= The concepts of standard and deviation from sociolinguistic perspectives;
* ThemeaningofSecondLanguage;

* MotherTongueinfluenceon SecondLanguageacquisition;

= Levels\typesofdeviationinESL;and

= ExtentofdeviationinNigerianESL.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1.Whatdoyouunderstandbystandardanddeviation?
2.Describe  the following formsof deviations with adequate illustrations
fromNigerianEnglish:

Phonologicaldeviation
= Grammaticaldeviation
Lexicaldeviation

3. Show illustratively the difference between deviation and error.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In thisunit, youwill learn about two basic skillsof language as they affect the Teaching
of English as a second language. The skills are listening and speaking. You will agree
that these skills are very important because at every point in time, human beings are
either listening or speaking.Infact,no normal humanbeingcandowithoutperforming these
skills almost allthe time. Sometimes theycarryoutboth actions almost simultaneously.
This then means that there is
theneedtolisteneffectivelyandatthesametimespeakeffectively. Without effective listening
and speaking, human communication will be incomplete and in actualfact
communication willnot even be carriedout. WithEnglish as our second language, the
skill of listening and speakingbecome thosetobelearned adequately since the
languageisnot our mother tongue. Because of the importance of these skills andbecause
of the position of English as our second language, -effective
teachingandlearningoftheseskillsbecomesveryimportant.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
Atthe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

i.describeeffectivelybothlisteningand speakingskills.
ii.explain carefully the relevance of these skills in human’s communicativeprocess.
iii.link the teaching of English as a second language with the acquisitionoftheseskills.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 WhatisListening?

Listening is an active, knowledge guided process. Listening is a process, which
involves the perception of a systematic message in a continuous stream of sound.
Listeners are always involved in a continuous, cognitive process in which factors of
attention and memory are virtually involved too. Listening involves the construction
of a message from phonic material.

Beforecommunication cantakeplace successfullyand before a feedback can be given
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when atleasttwo peopleare involved in communication,effective listeningmusthave
takenplace.Infactinany languageteaching, listeningisa majorobjective.Youwillagreewith
methat listeningisa complicatedactivity,whichfirstincludes learning. Thehearinghas
tobesifted soas toensureselective listening.Here,the listener is able to separate sensefrom
ordinary noise. After the separation,hecannowinterpret  thesense andeventually
reacttowhat  hehasheard.Itis  importantforonetobe  abletounderstandwhat  hehas
heard.Becausethere is theneedtounderstandwhatonehears,hewhounderstandswhathehears
is theonewhohas listenedeffectivelywhile the one who hears but does not understand
what he hears has not listenedeffectively. Effective listening skills have been neglected
in our schoolsand colleges.

From this explanation,youwilldiscoverthattheemphasisoflisteningis notjustonhearing
speechbutinunderstandingthespeechthatisheard.

Theknowledge ofEnglish as a secondlanguage should be broughtto bearonthissince
Englishis themediumofinstructioninour schools. Hearing refers to the sounds that you
hear, whereas listening requires more than that: it requires focus. Listening means
paying attention not only to the story, but how it is told, the use of language and voice,
and how the other person uses his or her body. In other words, it means been aware of
both verbal messages. Your ability to understand any message is depended on your
listening skills.

Study the diagram below culled from Adler, Rosenfield and Proto’s research on the
process of interpersonal communication (2001).

Writing
9%
Not

communicating
30%

Communicating
70%

Listening

45% Reading

16%

Speaking
30%
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Adults spend an average of 70% of their time engaged in some sort of communication,
of this an average of 45% is spent listening compared to 30% speaking, 16% reading and
9% writing.

3.2  WhatisSpeaking?

Speakingis thevoicingoutofsome audiblesounds.Whatisvoicedoutwould have  been
collated by our thinking processes, and when it is adequately produced, it will be
meaningful to an effective listener. Whenwespeak,we areusually expressing or
addressing ourselves toother people and as such, our speech has to be sensible and
easilyunderstoodbythehearers.

You are aware that people speak so as to express their innermost thoughts
andbecauseofthiswhatwesay mustalwaysbesensible.Sincethe language
wespeakissharedwithother membersofourimmediate environment,our speech should not
be radically different from theirs. Thesoundsi.e.those ofthevowels andconsonants that
will be joinedtogether shouldbewellarticulated.

Asyouknow, Englishisour secondlanguage andtherefore,we cannot
speakexactlylikethosewhohave thelanguage as their mother tongue or
firstlanguagemuchas theytoocannotspeakour mothertongue the way we do. However, the
variety that ~ we are using must be acceptableone.Each speakerhas tobe abletoadapt
hisspeech tothe situation because when we speak, we do so either in response to
anotheror, to express delight or anger, to communicate with outsiders as
immediatefriendsetc. Thereshouldthereforebe acceptablearticulation of the sounds,
maintenance  of normal speed and the collationofthesound soas
tobringouttheexpectedmeaning.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

Fromwhatyouhave learnedsofar,whatcanyousayarethe maindifferencesbetween
‘hearing’and‘listening’?

3.3 HowtoDevelopAudio-OralSkills

Letusstart by  explaining  theterm‘audio-oral’.Audio  has todo with our
senseofhearingandlisteningwhileoral dealswiththe voicingoutofsomesounds.Audio-oralis
thereforea combinationofboththeskillsofspeaking andlistening. These skills go together
most of thetime althoughthere maybe timeswhenone listenswithoutspeaking.In
therealsensehowever,listeningisaprerequisite to speaking.

In developing these skills, learners should be able to use their knowledge of English to
describe objects, report events and explain situations. They shouldbe
abletopronouncesoundsofEnglishthatare notpresentin first language
correctlywithoutbeing misunderstood. Ear-
trainingmustbeproperlyhandledespeciallytoensure thatlearnerscan differentiate between
sounds thatare closely similar and to avoid mistakingonesoundfortheother.
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Toensureeffective listeningand speaking,itisimportanttotakenoteof
thefollowingexercises:

Trainlearners  insayingindividualwords  thathavesome  troublesome  phoneme.
Examplesareminimalpairslikefan,van,sun,shun,right, light, chair, cheer,dare,theree.t.c.

Apartfromthese typesofpairs,sentences containingsuchwords canbe
constructedaswellappropriatestresspatternsmustbetakenintoconsideration. Informationis
anotherimportantthingthatmustbetakencareof.

Itisafactthatpoorlistening,insufficientexposures to spokenEnglish, inadequate practice
oforal English aresome oftheproblems causing poorlisteningand speaking. Therefore,one
good steptotake to solvethese problems is listening to recordedcassettes. Plays on radio
and televisioncanaswellbeuseful. As
listeninggoeson,learnersshouldaswellbetrainedtointerpretwhattheyhear.

To develop both listening and speaking skills taking in to account English as a second
language, Obanya (1982) has offered some suggestions.Hesays that

e learnersshouldbe exposedtovariousmediathroughwhichoral

e Englishcanbe communicated;

o they shouldlistenattentivelyto spontaneous conversationamong
speakersofEnglishasasecondlanguage;

e they should reactverballyand  spontaneouslyinEnglishtothe  messages
conveyedthrough face-to-face conversation

e learnersshouldbe exposedtoawidervarietyofeducated speakers
ofEnglishusingEnglishtotalkonavarietyoftopicinvarious situations

e learnersshouldbe abletolistenattentivelytoand makementalor
writtennotesofthemajorpoints n speeches, talksorbroadcasts

relatingtotopicwithinhis experience

e learnersshouldbe abletointerpretwhattheyhaveheardintermsof goingbeyondwhatis
explicitly saidtoprobemotives,allusions, insinuations, andallotherpossibleclues

e learnersshouldbe abletodiscussspontaneouslywithother speakers
ofStandardEnglishonavarietyoftopics

e learnersshouldacquireself-confidencein the manipulationof spokenEnglish.

From the above,itwill beseenthatlisteningandspeakingareonerous tasks forthe
learner.Because Englishisoursecond language,there isthe need to exercise adequate
training so as to identify sounds and comprehend spokentexts.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES
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1. Pronounce thefollowingwords:
Cut,cat;then,den
Sit,seat;hair,here
Seat,sheet;know,low

2.Are thefollowingwords thesameinpronunciation?

Conduct(verb);Conduct(noun)
Export(verb) ;Export(noun)
Insult(verb);Insult(noun)
Import(verb) ;Import(noun)

4.0 CONCLUSION

Thisunithas examinedthedevelopmentoflisteningand speaking skills
bearinginmindtheteachingofEnglishasasecondlanguage.Learners are
expectedtounderstandallsortsofeducated speakersofEnglishand theyare

aswellexpectedtobeable to speak thelanguage effectively. All the areas where there
are problems should be adequatelytackled. Suchareas include either the presence
orthe absenceofaphonemein one language when compared withthe other.In fact,
interferencehas beenthemajorproblemmilitatingagainsttheeffectiveuseofEnglishas the

secondlanguage.Practice exercises canhelpto solve theproblem.
Therefore,inlisteningand speaking skills, executrices likepronouncing exercise,
structure exercise, oral composition, dramatisation and role

playwillenhancetheirteachingofinasecondlanguagesituation

5.0 SUMMARY

Theunithas intimateduswhatlisteningand speakingare.ltagaintells us thatin the
teaching ofEnglish as a second language the skills of listeningand
speakingwhichareprimaryhavetobe adequatelyhandled. This is because of the fact
that English is our second language and knowledgeofour firstlanguageofteninterferes
inourknowledgeofthe second language. A number of ways through which the skills
can be taught are mentioned in the unit.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1.Makealistofinterferenceproblemsyouhear  inthe  English  speechofpersons
aroundyou.

2.IndicatetheMother-tongueoftheSpeakers.

3. Mention at least ten listening skills one ought to have.

7.0 RREFERENCES/FURTHERREADINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Readingandwritingare skills that are necessaryinthe presenttimes
sincemostofwhatisgoingonintheworldtodayis throughreadingand writing. For success
inlife, theskillsofreadingandwriting  shouldbe adequatelydeveloped. Again,
inasituationwhere Englishis thesecond languagelikeinNigeria, adequateemphasishas
tobeplacedonreading andwriting skills.This isbecause ifonecannotread,hewillbe lostin
the presentscheme ofthings. The same thingapplies to theabilityto writesoas tobe
abletocommunicatetopeoplewithinandoutsideone’s immediatesociety.

Searchingformoreknowledge andunderstandingis madeeasybecause ofyourabilityto
readandwrite. Theseskills areespeciallyimportantto youinyourstudies
inanOpenandDistantsystemsuchas theNational OpenUniversityofNigeria.

2.00BJECTIVES
At the endofthisunit, it is expectedthatyou shouldbe able todothe following:
1. explainreadingandwriting skills;

ii. state the problems of teaching the skills using ESL as the medium;and
Statewaysofdevelopingtheseskills.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  WhatisReading?

Wikipediadefines reading as “a complex cognitive process of decoding symbols in
order to construct or derive meaning (reading comprehension)”. It is a means of
language acquisition, of communication, and of sharing information and ideas. Like all
languages, it is a complex interaction between the text and the reader which is shaped
by the reader’s prior knowledge, experiences, altitude, and language community which
is culturally and socially situated. Reading has to do with the ability to identify letters,
linking them together to form words and linking the words together to form sentences.
One should be able to read such words that arelinked together andunderstandwhatsucha
collectionofwords means.

Reading starts from there and it develops progressively. You should
notethatreadingisofdifferenttypesdependingon thepurposeofthe reading. It can be
extensive andintensive. Extensive readingiswide reading, which isnot asdeep as
intensive type. It is like reading for pleasure when compared with reading for
examination, which is intensivereading. Whatever typeitmightbe,one importantthingis

the understandingofwhatoneisreading. Thisisbecauseone canreadand
maynotcomprehendwhathehasread.Readingbecomeseffectivewhen
onehasunderstoodwhathehasread. However,nomatterwhattypethe reading

mightbe,therearecertainproblemsassociatedwithreadingand weshalltouchonthembelow.

3.1.1ProblemsofReading
In order toassistlearners to readeffectively,oneshouldbe mindfulof thefollowing:

* badeyesightisamajorproblemwhichcanbadlyaffectone’sreading
abilityMedicaltreatmentisusually recommendedfor this.

» headwaggingis  anotherproblem. Insteadofthe  eyes  tobemoving,a
deficientreaderwillbemovingtheheadas ifitis theheadthatis
pronouncingthewords;

= vocalisation,whichissayingthewordswhilereading,slowsdown readingagreatdeal.

OtherProblemsIncludethe Following

» Slowreading rate
» Inabilitytounderstandthelinguisticpatternseffectively.

Theproblems aremorethanthosestatedbutthosewillserveasakindof clue totheproblems
thatarehamperingefficientreading.

For effective reading to take place, the problems stated have to be adequately
handledespecially when the medium of expression 1s
English,whichincidentallyisasecondlanguage
inNigeria.Beforeweproceed,letushaveapausehere.
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SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Can you itemize some other problems that canhamper readingof Englishtexts
inNigeria?

2. Whatsolutions canyou suggestfortheseproblems?

3.2WhatisWriting?

Writing is a method of representing language in visual or tactile form. Writing systems
use set of symbols to represent the sound of speech, and may also have symbols for
such things as punctuations and numerals.

Writingisveryimportanttothehumanraceandthe artofwritingisnot justputtingpentopaper.
Itconsistsofhaving somethingto saythatis worth saying andknowing how best to convey
it in writing. It then means thatthesubjectofwhatwehavetowritewilldetermineits form.
You shouldknowthat tobe abletowritewell,onemusthaveacquired the skillsoflistening
and speaking in the language concerned. Being able tolisten and understand and speak

Englishbearsonwhat one is writing.Onemustalsohave
acquiredawiderangeofEnglishvocabulary tobe abletoconveymeaningfulideas
throughwriting.

3.3HowtoDevelopReadingSkills

What successful readers and writers need to know

Background information / subject knowledge for teacher

The language in which they are expected to read and write

If pupils have to learn to read and write in a language that is not their home language, this makes the
task much more difficult. In this situation, teachers need to start with oral work and vocabulary
building in this additional language, using actions and pictures. Only when pupils have some oral
understanding of the additional language can they be expected to use it for reading and writing.

The written code

Pupils need to understand how the letters on the page represent particular sounds and how they
combine to communicate meaning in the form of words. This is why it is important for teachers to
give some attention to ‘phonics’ — the letters that represent particular sounds — when working with
beginner readers. To take an example from English, you could use a picture of a dog, with the
separate letters d o g and then the word dog underneath it. First ask pupils what they see in the
picture (a dog), then point to each letter andpronounce it; then pronounce the whole word. Then
check pupils’ understanding by pointing to the separate letters and asking them to make each sound.
Next, ask them to tell you other words beginning with the d sound. Also give them some examples of
your own.

TESSA MATERIAL
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Readingisa complex skill whichhasdifferentstagesofdevelopment.
Inthedevelopmentofthisskill,thefirst ~ stepis the abilitytorecognize letterson paper.
This is an elementary stage which is known as “mechanical stage’. The second stage is
the ability to correlate these lettersonpaperwithlanguagelearning. This is
the‘phonicstage’. The third step is the ability to identify letters on paper withthe
meanings they symbolize. Thisstage is an intellectual one and it entailsother
factorsdependingonthepurposeofone’sreading.

The purpose may be to survey atextby glancing quicklyand thoroughly throughthe
materialbeingread. This isknownas‘surveyreading’. It might also be called ‘scanning’.
One might want to take another form called skimming — a situationwhere
aparticularitemofinformationisbeing sought fromamassofinformation.
Superficialreadingis justtohavea shallowcomprehension. Content-study readingis to
study indetail the contentofthetextbeing readwhilelinguisticstudy readingiswhere you
studythelanguageinwhichthetextiswritten.

Since readingis intendedtoaid hearing, speaking and writing, it is advocated that the
skill is properly developed. Thiscan be donethroughaskingquestionsonthe language
beingtaughtand requiringanswer inthe same.Training for reading skill is normally done
through
comprehensionwhichisnormallytermed’theacquisitionofinformationaboutmeaningorthe
extractionofmeaningfromatext’.

Learnersshould aswellsummarizeorretellpassagesread to ensure comprehension.
Sentencestructure,paragraphstructureandcomprehension,vocabulary development  also
willaid effective and efficientreadinginEnglish.

3.4HowtoDevelop WritingSkill

Writingis thevisualrepresentationofthespokenlanguage anditcanbein different forms. It
mightbeto  narrate,to  describe, to argue orto imagineonethingortheother.
Inasituationwhere Englishisasecondlanguage,Iwantyoutohave itatthebackofyour
mindthatthere isneedfor adequateknowledge ofthe other skillssince theyare related.
Adequateknowledge ofEnglishis theneededpanacea thatcanpromotethe abilitytowrite.

Writingcanoccuratdifferentlevelsofcomplexity. ParagraphattheearlierStage and controlled
writingcan serve as a launching pad for thedevelopmentoftheskill. This isdoneby

askinglearners to substitute missingordeletedwords
fromcertainpartsofastoryorbyprovidinga
setofpicturesaccompaniedwithanincompletepassage, andaskingthe learner
tocompletethepassage.

Paragraphwritingcanalsobeguided.Here,learnershavemorefreedom
towriteguidedbyquestions thatwill leadtowhattheywill write. Paragraphina freeorcreative
writing occurs when the learner hasthe totalfreedom to manipulate language the way he
likesbasedonhisknowledgeandskillsofvocabulary,grammar,ideas etc.

Itis advisable togiveexercises tolearners indifferentformsof writingasthese will continue
to widen theknowledge of the learners. The  purpose  ofwriting
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shouldalsobeanotherguidingprinciple. Learnersshouldbe taught to focusonthe purpose
ofany writingtask soas toselectappropriate words, grammar, language expressions and
appropriate ideas.

4.0CONCLUSION

As noted earlier, writing and especially, using Englishas a second language
tocarryouttheexerciseisherculean. Thesamethinggoes forreading.The two skills are
complementary.

S.0SUMMARY

In this unit, we havediscussedboth reading and writing skills especially in the contextof
English asa second language. We have intimatedyouoftheneedto
acquiretheknowledgeofthelanguage so as tomanipulateiteffectivelyinreadingandwriting.
SinceEnglishis widespread across the globe, the ability to readand towrite in this usage
islikeplacingoneselfinthegloballnternetoflanguage.

6.0TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1. Definereadingandwritingasbasic languageskills

2. Listsomemajorwaysofdevelopingtheskillsofreadingand
writinginESLsituation.

3. What do you understand by the term “Reading Skills”?
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1.0INTRODUCTION

In teaching English asa second language, all the four basic skillsof
listening,speaking,readingandwriting  shouldbeemphasizedinorder to ensure that
thelearners have a goodmasteryof the language. In addition to these basic language
skills, vocabulary and grammatical structures should also be taught. By vocabulary in
this context, we mean the stock of words. For users of English as second language to be
able to communicate effectively in the language, they should be
equippedwithagoodamountofthevocabularyofEnglish.

Apart from thestockofwords,usersofEnglishasasecondlanguage
shouldalsobefamiliarwiththegrammaticalstructureofEnglish. This isparticularly
necessary ina  second  language  situationifthe = casesof = mother-tongue
interferenceatthegrammaticallevelare tobe reduced. Theknowledgeofthe
grammaticalstructureofEnglishwillenable the learners of English as a second language to
improve their communicative competence in the language. This unit will describe
vocabularyandgrammaraswellas themethods forteachingthese.

2.00BJECTIVES

Bythe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1. mention and describe at least three strategies for
developinglearner’svocabularyinESL;
il. explainwhatyouunderstandbygrammar;andvocabulary;
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iii. describe the approaches of teaching ESL grammar and vocabulary;
iv. describe themethodsofteachinggrammarandvocabulary.

3.0MAIN CONTENT

3.1DevelopingtheLearner’sVocabularyinESL

Vocabulary is the knowledge of words and word meanings. As Stephen Stahl (2005)
put it, “vocabulary knowledge; the knowledge of a word not only implies a definition,
but also implies how that word fits in to the world. “Instructions in vocabulary
involvefar more than looking up words in a dictionary and using the words in a
sentence. Vocabulary is acquired incidentally through indirect exposure to words and
intentionally through explicit instruction in specific words and word-learning strategies.

According to Micheal Graves (2002), there are four components of an effective
vocabulary program;these include:

i. wide or extensive independent reading to expand word knowledge
il. 1instructions in specific words to enhance comprehension of text containing those
words
iii. instruction in independent world-learning strategies
iv. word consciousness and word-play activities to motivate and enhance learning.

Words are thebuildingblocksoflanguage. There aretwobroadgroups of words in language:
content words and structural or grammatical words. Content wordsare those that carry
the bulk of meaning in the languageand they include nouns, lexical verbs, adverbs,
adjectives. Structural or grammatical words are those that do not carrymuch
meaning,butexpresssomestructuralorgrammaticalrelationship.  Theyincludeprepositions
andconjunctions etc.

In secondlanguageteachingthedevelopmentofalearner’svocabulary
isaveryimportantactivity. Wecanidentifylearner’s active andpassive vocabulary. The
learner’sactive vocabulary consists of those words while he knows and makesuse ofinhis
language often.Ontheother hand, his passive vocabulary consists of words which he
knows but whichdonotfeatureofteninhis languageuse.

Belowarethesuggestedstrategies thatcanbeadoptedindevelopingthe learner’svocabulary:

Useofthedictionary:LearnersofEnglishasasecondlanguageshould betaughthowtouse
thedictionary. Agooddictionary suppliesuseful information in respect of pronunciation of
words, dimensions of meaningandrangeofusage,wordclasses amongothers. Frequentuse
ofthedictionarywillbeproductive.

Reading activities: Through qualitative and quantitative reading, the learners will
become familiar with many words. In fact, extensive readingi.e.widereadingdevelops the
reader’svocabularypower. So, inasecondlanguagesituation,learnersshouldbe
involvedinadequate readingactivities.

69



ENG 151 Introduction to English as a Spoken Language

Useofsynonyms:Synonyms arewords thataresimilar in meaning. No twowords
inanylanguagehave exactlythesamemeaningbecause their socialvalueswillbedifferent;
they will havedifferent connotations. Suchis thecasewith“thrifty” and“stingy”. The
lattertends towards negativeorientationwhile theformerdoesnot. Also,whentwowords
aresynonyms,onemaybe informalwhiletheother is formale.g. “go” and“proceed;*start”
andcommence”. It is true that the word ‘Help’ and ‘Aid’ are synonymous but contexts
prefer one to the other for example, a person who falls into a pit and need to get people
or passers’ — by attention would likely shout: “someone help”. Or simply, “Help”. Now,
substitute  ‘help for ‘aid’ in the context above. What do you have?
Therelevantpointtoushereis thatfamiliaritywiththe lexical relationshipof
synonymywillhelp to expandthelearner’svocabulary.

Useofantonyms: Antonyms arewords that areopposite inmeaning. Examples are:“wide”
and “narrow”, “dead” and “alive”. There are
differenttypesofantonymse.g.gradableantonyms andcomplementary antonymes.
Withcomplementaryantonyms,thenegativenessofanitem in the pair means the assertion
of the other e.g. “not dead” means “alive”. Thisisnotsowiththegradable antonyms. For
example“not  hot”doesnotnecessarily =~ mean‘“cold”.Between“hot”’and“cold”  are
somepossibilitiese.g.  “warm”,“lukewarm”etc. =~ Theuseofantonyms is  agood
meansofdevelopingthevocabularyoflearners.

Registers:Registershererefer towords andexpressionsspeciallyused invariousoccupations
andfieldsofendeavours. Forexamplewe can have theregistersofbuilding,
agriculture,medicine,photographyetc. Inasecondlanguagesituation,thelearners shouldbe
exposedtoawide rangeofregisters. They shouldknowthe appropriate Englishwords to
beusedinmanyareasofthumanactivity.

3.2IstheTeachingofGrammarNecessaryinanESL Situation?

We take grammar here to refer to the description of the form of a language. That is, the
description of rules. If English as a second languageis
tobeeffectivelytaught,itisnecessarytoexposethelearnerstothe
grammaticalstructureofthelanguage. Thus the question shouldnot be whether or not the
grammar of English should be taught, but ratherhowitshould be taught. Agoodknowledge
ofthegrammaticalstructures of  English will help the learners to use the language
effectivelyand minimizethe errorsofmothertongueinterference.
TheknowledgeofthegrammaticalstructuresofEnglishwillalsoenabletheteacher toknow
what to teach and how to arrange and teach the languagematerialinasystematicorder.
Inthissense,grammardoesnotmeanteachingtherulesofprescription.
Weknowthatalllanguages arerule-governed,butinanESL situation,
theemphasisshouldbeonthedescriptionofhowlanguage isusedrather
thantheprescriptionofhow itshouldbeused.
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3.3 SomeMethodsofTeachingtheGrammaticalStructure ofEnglish

Many methodsofteaching the grammatical structure of English havebeen identified.
These methods relate to the theories and practice of teaching English as mother tongue,
foreign languageand second language. Themethods arethegrammar—translation method,
thedirect method, the audio-lingualmethod, the cognitive code-learning method
andcommunicativelanguageteachingmethod.

3.3.1 TheGrammar-TranslationMethod

According toWilliams(1990), this method dominatedlanguage teachinginEuropeduring
thel9thcentury. Intheclassroomsituation, asWilliamsnotes, the methodwould involve
the following activities, amongothers.

+ Rote:memorizationofvocabularyitemswiththeirnative—language equivalents;

+ Translationofsentences fromtheforeignlanguage tothenative
languageofthelearners(andviceversa);

+ Explicitstatements andexplanationsoftherulesgoverningtheuseof ~ structures
tobelearned;

+ Explicitteachingofterminologyasitapplies tothegrammarsofthe nativelanguage
andtheforeignlanguageetc.

This method emphasizes  the study  ofthe formandrulesoflanguage
ratherthanthecommunicativeuseoflanguage.  Applyingtheprinciples of the grammar
translation method, language learning is seen as a process of learning the rules of
language and  how these rules are applied.There isno systematic practice in oralskills
thatis, listening and speaking skills.Studentsarerequiredtotranslatetexts fromEnglish
tomothertongue andviceversa.

3.3.2TheDirectMethod
AccordingtoWilliams(1990)thedirectmethodis characterizedbythe following:

+ Thereisnotranslation  fromthetargetlanguagetothelearners”  mother  tongue.
(Atargetlanguageis thelanguagebeinglearnt).Inoursituation it is English.

+ Lessonsbeginwithdialoguesorbriefstoriesspokenbytheteacherin the
conversationalstyleinthetargetlanguage

+ Questionsbasedontheoralpresentationbytheteacherare askedinthe
targetlanguage andansweredinthetargetlanguage; and

+ Theclass isimmersedinthe totalityofthetargetlanguage,learningthe

fourlanguageskillsoflistening,speaking,readingandwriting.

The Direct method emphasizes the primary functionof speech and the direct
association of words and structures with objects and actions. The method is also
activity-based and discourages explicit grammatical explanations. Thelearners are to
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arriveattheirownunderstandingabout thestructuresbeinglearnt,throughthe
actions,activities involvedinthe processoflearning.

The Direct Method, however, has its own demerits. It may be too demanding on
the teacher and the learners may be tongue-tied, not knowingwhattodoorsay.
Inasecondlanguagesituation, themother-tongue cannotbe totallydisregarded.

3.3.3TheAudio-LingualMethod

The original name givento thismethod wasAural-Oral method. The method
emphasizes aural-oral skills, that is, listening and speaking skills.
Itreliesheavilyontheuseofdialogue. Thelearningmaterialis introduced in dialogue form
and used as a basis forstructural drills. Also, mimicry and memorization of structural
items are involved. In factithe audio-lingual methodisbased on the theoryof
behaviorism, especiallythestimulus-Response(S-R)connection. Structurallinguistics
alsohas its influenceonthemethods.
However,themethodhassomedrawbacks,whichinclude thefollowing: Its
mechanicallaboratorydrills maynotrepresentlanguage in real-life situation;

+ I[tover-emphasizes the auralaspecttothedetrimentofthosewhoare visual-minded;
+ Itinsists,ofcoursewrongly,onerror-freelearning.

3.3.4TheCognitiveCode-LearningMethod

As Williams (1990) observes, this method is a reaction against the audio-lingual
method. The method takes language learning to be a processofrule-formationrather
thanhabit-formation. Itdoesnotallow pronunciation drills and it discourages the
automatic repetition of phrases and sentences. The method also uses group work and
individualizedinstruction =~ and makes allowance for the use ofmother-tongue
andtranslation.

3.3.5CommunicativeCompetencein LanguageTeaching

The major concerns of this method are appropriateness of usage, contextual usage,
transactional usage and interactional usage. The method is both situational and
functional and it involves group activities,situationaldrills,dialogues and role-plays. It
situationalizes andcontextualizes theteachingofgrammar.

With communicative language teaching, all aspectsof ESLare taught e.g. phonology,
syntax, lexis and semantics. The entire learning environment is judiciously used,with

the learner at thecentre. The problemswiththis methodincludethe
factthatitisdemandingonthe teacher. Also,those
whodonotproperlyunderstanditsprinciples may feelthatitdisregards

theteachingofgrammar,whereasitdoesnot.
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SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES
1. Explainhow youcanconduct anygrammarlesson toaJSSclass,making use of any
one ofthe five methods or approaches discussedabove.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Inadditiontotheteachingofthefourbasicskillsoflistening,speaking, reading and  writing,
theteaching of vocabulary and grammatical
structureisalsoimportantinasecondlanguagesituation.Intheteaching ofvocabulary,
theteacher shouldinvolve thelearners inquantitative and qualitativereadingaswellasother
creativeactivities. =~ Withtheteaching ofgrammaticalstructures, theteacher mayhave
togoeclectic,making useofwhatisbestinthevarious methods. This alsocalls forcreativity
onthepartoftheteacher.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit,we have discussedbriefly the teaching of vocabularyand grammatical
structure. We have also looked at the wvarious language teaching methods
andrecommendedthatintheteachingofgrammarthe teacher shouldbe creativein method.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1.Mention and describe three strategies of developing the learner’s vocabularyinESL
(a) Whatdoyouunderstandbythetermgrammar?

(b) State anddescribetwo methodsor approachesofteaching grammar inanESLsituation.
2. Write an essay on “vocabulary knowledge: its importance”.
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1.0INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about literature in asecond Language situation. Literature is
thevehicle throughwhichlanguageis learntandtaught and as such, language and
literatureare intertwined. You will learninthisunitthe characteristicsofLiterature
ingeneralandAfrican literature inparticular.

2.00BJECTIVES

Bythe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:

1. definewhatismeantbyliterature

i1. statethe characteristicsofliterature

iii. explainthefeaturesofAfricanliterature

iv. describe theproblems inherentinAfricanliterature

v. differentiatebetweenEnglishliterature andliteratureinEnglish.

3.0MAIN CONTENT

3.1DefinitionandCharacteristicsofLiterature
Thetermliteraturehasbeendefinedinmanyways:

Literaturehasbeen definedas‘“aformofimaginative writing,inprose or verse”. Atanother
level, literature has been defined asa live documentation or a
bodyofwritingofapeople.Bennison Gray, inhisvoluminousbook—
PhenomenonofLiteratureoffersasuggestiononthe definition and many people have
subscribed to hisdefinition.He said “all literary worksare fictitious”. Thisimplied that

before a piece of writingcanbequalifiedas literature,itmustbe
fictitious.Youneedtoknowthatthe ~ wordfictionisderivedfroma Latinword‘fictio’which
means  “tomake  up”or“feign”’or  “invent’something. = Thetermfiction  has

thereforedistinguishedliteraturefromother activities.
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Literature is conducted in language and the language of literature is rendered in such a
way as to have connective assertion. Event is an importantfactor inliterature;itis
anoccurrencewhichcanbesituatedin  time and place.Atanotherlevel literature  is
toldusing*“moment-by-moment” narration. With the above description and some of the
characteristicfeatureshighlighted,literaturecanbesafelydescribedas a moment-by moment
of events that are not verifiable. Literature and
Historyaresimilarinthewaybotharetoldbutunlikeliterature,history is verifiable and it uses
summary method but literature  cannot be  verifiedanditcanbein  the
formofprose,poetryordrama.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Haveyoureadanyliteraturebookbefore?Ifyes,canyoutell us some importantevents
thattakeplace inthatbook?

2. In  termsoflanguage use andthe  arrangementofevents, can  you
nowcompareliteraturewithotherwrittentexts thatyouhaveread?

3.2DefinitionandFeaturesofAfricanLiterature

You will recall that in some of the definitions proffered, literature is associated with
writing. However, it has been noted that to say that literature
existsonlywhenwritingexists is awrongassumption.Writing developed in Africa lately

when  compared  with the  continent of the  whites.Does
itthenmeanthatliteraturebeganinA fricaonlyofrecent? The
answeris ‘no’.LiteraturehasbeenexistinginAfricarightfromthe beginning of man. Even
contrary to European history, writing is not

unknowninAfricabeforethecomingofthewhites.InEastAfrica, there was a long tradition of
writing in Swahili which was a hybrid orthographyofArabic andBantu.

LetusnowexamineAfricanliterature.Literaturecanbe oralorwrittenbut in Africa, about
90% of literary activity is conducted in oral medium. Therefore, Africa has more
literature than we are aware of. However, if we take literature to be a curious expression
of fictional event, then what is African literature? Is it any novel written by an African or
any literature written in an African language? What weshouldnoteis

thatAfricanliteratureshouldbealiteraturebyAfricans inwhatever language. This is
because  suchliterature ~ will  always  be  informedbyAfricanconsciousness
andawareness.InAfrica today,we cantalkof manyliteraryartists
likeChinuaAchebe, WoleSoyinka,Niyi Osundare,

T.M.Aluko,SembeneOusmane,AyiKweiArmahandothers from West Africa. In East
Africa, we can remember Okot p’BitekWa Thiongo, and many others. Also in South
Africa, we canname writers like Alexla Guma,LewisNkosi
andothers.Mostofthewritingsof Africanliterary artists are informed by the culture of the
blacks andtheuse oflanguagealsoreflectstheir identity.Manywriters todaywrite inthe
coloniallanguagebutonecanaskifthislanguagewill be adequate to capture the essence
ofAfrican experience. Nurudeen Farah, a Somalian writer advocates that a writer should
write in whatever languagebutitshouldbewrittenin suchawaythatwillallow translation
fromtheir languages. Nigerian writer, Chinua Achebe is well-known for his popular
translation of words from Igbo to English. However, the final position is for Africans to
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evolve an African lingua franca side by side with other respectiveethnic
languagesofthepeople.Whicheverwaywe
lookatit,AfricanliteratureisbasicallywrittenbyAfricans andthe characteristics

ofAfricanwaysoflife,culture andothertraits arepresentinthem.
SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. Take aliterarytextwrittenbyanAfricanand bringoutsome of thefeatures
thatare Africanin suchatext

2. Intermsoflanguageuse,howdoyou seeSoyinka’sWorkin thelnterpreters and
Forestofa ThousandDemons?

3.3LanguageProblemsandAfricanLiterature

Languageis the storehouseofthe culture ofa people.Itis the vehicle throughwhich society
moves. InAfrica,one of themajorproblemsis the multiplicity ofour  languages
andnobodywillsee hislanguage as inferior totheother.Wehave earlier saidthatlanguageis
thevehicleof literatureand from whatever ethnic group one  comes from, there is
literature embedded there. Because of thismultiplicity of  languages, literature texts
have been produced in many languages. Among the Yoruba, Igbo, Hausa, Fulani, Tiv,
Efik etc in Nigeria, many literary workshave beenproduced. The same istrue
inotherpartsofAfrica. Thesehavelimitedtheelasticityof manyofsuchliterarytexts.Ifatext is
written in Swahili or Acol: (East African Language), people from other ethnicgroupswill
notbe able to read suchand this cuts across.

This is the major problem in Africa. That iswhya writerlike Wole

SoyinkahasbeenanadvocateofevolvinganAfricanlinguafrancaside byside
withotherethniclanguage.Hesaidifwe adopta language like Swabhili,we
couldstilluseourdifferentethnic languages assubordinates tothesuperordinatelanguage.
Theproblemwiththis is thedifficultyof suchamove inamulti-

ethnicandmultilingualcontinentlike A frica.

Some literary works written in indigenous languages have been translatedintoEnglish—
Soyinka’sForest of a  thousandDemonsis a translationof OgbojuOdeninu
IgbolrunmolebyFagunwa.AgainOkot p’Biteh’sSongofLawinois
translatedfromAcolilanguagetoEnglish. Theproblemwith suchis thattheoriginalmeaning
mightbe lostwhen an indigenous language is translated into a second language like
English. Atpresent,the languageproblemstillpersists.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE
1. Compare Soyinka’s Forest of a thousand Demons WithFagunwa’s
OgbojuOdeintermsoflanguageuse;

2. ReadanyofAmos  Tutuola’s  texts  andexamine  themeanings  of
someothissentences.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

From what we have learnt in this unit, we will discoverthat African literature exists
although the problem of language constitutes an impediment to the spread of many of
the works. In every cultureor ethnicgroup,thereis abundanceliteraryworks; if not, written
in oral form.

5.0 SUMMARY

Africanliterature andother literaryworkscanbeplacedside-by-side in theworldtoday.
Theworkisbeingwritteninlocallanguagesaswellas inEnglish, our second language.We
have learnt that language is our major problem and we havenot been able to reach a
consensus about whatlanguagewillbeaunifyingoneinAfrica.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. What flaws abound in Bennison Gray’s definition of Literature?

2. Soyinka’sForestofaThousandDemons  andOkotp’ Bitek’sSongofLawinoare
twoAfricanliteraryworktranslatedintoEnglishfromindigenous languages.
Bringoutsomeconcepts of Africanisminthetwotexts; whatdoyou think shouldbe
the characteristics ofAfrican literature thatwillmake itdifferentfromforeignones?

3. llustratively differentiate English literature from literature in English.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In one of the units earlier treated, we delved into the definition of literature and its

characteristics. Also, we have dealt with African literature
andtheSecondLanguageissue. Havingtouchedonthese,itis pertinenttogopractical
1.e.togopedagogical in handlingliteraturein Englishas

asecondlanguage.LiteratureinEnglishas asecondlanguage has tobetaughteffectively
because thiswillwiden thehorizon ofthe students taughtandtheir creative
ingenuitywillbe improved.

Inthisunittherefore, attemptwillbemade toexplainthepurposes andapproaches to
literature teaching. The criteria for text selection and means by which students
understanding can be assessed will also be highlighted.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

Bythe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:
1. statethe purposes ofteachingliterature inEnglishasasecond language.
ii. itemizethevarious approaches toliterature teaching;
iii. explain someofthe criteria thatshouldbeusedinselecting the textsofliterature
tobestudiedandto;
iv. point out how the knowledge gained by the students can be assessed.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 PurposeofTeachingLiteratureinEnglishasaSecond Language

TheteachingofliteratureinEnglishinasecondlanguagesituationis an  arduous  task.
Thelanguage inwhichitiswrittenisoriginallyaforeign language tous andassuch,onehas
tobecautious intheteachingofthe subject. I want you to be informed that at the general
level, the purposes of literatureteachingare totransmitthepeople’s culturalvalues,
tohelpinthe developmentofcharacter, tohelpreaders tocopewithmodernlife, toeducate
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andtodevelopone’s criticalthinking.
Again, I want you to look at the specific purposes for the study of literature

inasecondlanguagesituation. Themajorpurposehereis thepromotionofcompetence
intheuseofthesecondlanguage. Thelinkwithlanguageis animportant factorin
thestudyofliterature andthis linkis animportantchannel
forwideningone’sknowledge,developing criticalthinkingprocesses andawareness
inallspheresoflife.

3.1.1TechniquesforDevelopingtheTeachingofLiterature

You shouldknowthatthestudyofliterature is moreofa linguistic task
forthesecondlanguagestudentthanforthosewhohave  Englishas  their  firstlanguage.
Toteachliteratureprose,poetryordrama,  theremustbe = goodandadequate  planning.
Readinghelps to familiarizeone withthe textanditdevelops the skillsofthereaders. So,
inaddition to factualquestions, high ability questions should be asked. These lead to
analysis, evaluationandappreciationofthetext.

Teachers should not limitthemselves to a particular genre and to generate interestinthe
different  typesofliterature, the  teacher  should ensurethatmaterials  are
appropriatetothestudent’sbackground. Literature,asweknow,  islanguageputtouse, itis
languageeffectuated andasaresult,itmustbeproperlyhandled.Various approaches thatwill
elicit positive effects must always be used. This will prove the learner’sknowledge of
literature, their use of English as a Second Language.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

1. State and explain the purposes of teaching literature
inEnglishassecondlanguageinNigeria today.

3.2 CriteriaforSelectionofTextsinaSecond LanguageSituation

It should be clear to you that the teaching of literature as a Second
LanguageisavitalissueinNigeria today. Asaresultofthis,attention
mustbepaidtoensureproper selectionoftexts tobeused.

Beforeselectingaliteraturetext,wemustfocusontherelevanceofsuch a text. Such  a text
must cater for both the psychological and linguistics needsofsecond-languagestudents.

Anothercriterionthatshouldbe lookedintointheselectionofliterature textthatwouldbeusedis
thepsychologicalstageofdevelopmentthat ~ corresponds ~ withthe  ageofthestudents.
Materialsshouldthenbe selected in accordancewiththe readinessofstudents  to
copewiththe issues involved. E.g. age, maturity, intelligencelevel etc  should be
considered.
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You should also know that selection of literature textsshould not be based only on
psychological butalsoon linguistic factor. Readability should bethebasic linguistic
factors. Thetext selected should notbe toodifficultforthe groups thatwillreadsuchatext.
Literatureshould notbepresentedtostudents aspuzzlesbutassomethingofenjoyment.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

Give and explain three out of many factors that should be
consideredintheselectionofliteraturetexts inNigeria.

3.3 EvaluationintheTeachingofLiteratureasaSecondLanguage

Inthis section,thelanguagefactors are basicinassessmentjustas they are in  teaching
interpretation of literature. Three major issues, accordingtoWilliams(1990) shouldbe
takenintoconsiderationwhen evaluating the teaching of literature. =~ Theseissues include
comprehension, analysis and responsesophistication.

Comprehensionisaveryimportantfactorofinterpretive  ability. ~ This is  because
comprehensionofliteraturetextscalls forthe abilitytointegrate lexicalitems
andgrammaticalinformationsoas toarriveatthedeserved meaning. Open-
endedquestionscanbeaskedandat  times themultiple  choiceformatcanalsobeusedto
findoutthelevelofcomprehension.

In the areasofanalysis,theinterpretationofthetextshouldgobeyond the ordinary recognition
of literary meaning. The responses of the students should focusontheirabilities to make
explicit analysisofthe author’s work and method. The analysis will take careof topics
likeplot, characterization,language andstyle.

For response sophistication, a sophisticated reader should be able to
suspendjudgmentthat ispurelypersonal. Focusshouldbeonthework ofthe writer. Personal
reactions andemotionsshould be done away withandthey shouldnotinterfere withthe
analysisor interpretationof thetextunderstanding. Theinterpretationshouldbeobjective.

Withthediscussionabove,youwillunderstandthatmuchneed tobedone in
theteachingofliterature  in  English asa  secondlanguage. @~ Much attention
shouldbeonthecentralmessageofthetextunderstudy. This central message isthe theme.
Other attendant issues that have been touched on earlier can then come in. When these
are properly done then theobjectivesofthe teachingwouldhavebeenachieved.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

Ifyouareaskedtoassessworksofliterature inEnglishinasecond language setting, what will
be your guide in theassessment?

4.0 CONCLUSION

It should be madeabundantly clearthat the teaching of literature in
Englishinasecondlanguagesituationis anonerous task,moresowhen
theworkisproducedinEnglish,asecondlanguage.
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Twothings are to begrappledwithandthesearelinguisticfactorandthe literary factor.
Oneshouldnotlosesightoftheknowledge ofthelanguage thatisused as the vehicle
thatwillconvey the neededmessage. Thebeautyofthe literary work should alsobe
lookedinto. Whatever genre it is, be it prose, drama or poetry, adequate comprehension
that will lead to objective analysis is imperative.

5.0SUMMARY
In this unit, focus had been on the teaching of literature in English, particularlyina
secondlanguagesituation. Our focushasbeen on the

purposesofteachingliteratureinEnglishtaking into considerationthe secondlanguageissue.
Oncepurposes are identified,onehasafocus.

Again,the unit has touched upon some of the techniques that might guide or develop
the teaching of literaturein a second language situation. Wehave alsomentioned
somenotablecriteriathatcanguide the selection of literary texts that  should be used.
Also, the  understandingofaliterarytexthas  tobeassessedsoas  toknowwhether
ornotthetexthasbeencomprehended. Theunithas thereforegivenus
somecluesontheteachingofliterature inEnglishinasecondlanguage situationlikeNigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1. Whatfactors are tobeconsideredintheteachingofLiterature in
Englishasasecondlanguage?
2. Justify the assessment of the students’ performance inliterature inEnglish.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Different types ofEnglishteaching programmes canbe identified e.g.teaching English as
a mother tongue, teaching English as a second language, teaching English as a foreign
language, teaching English for academic purposes etc. the nature and demands of each
of these English teachingprogrammesdiffer,particularlyintermsofthelearning
context,time,class,size,physical arrangementofclass,teachers’ skill
andknowledge,learners’background, availabilityoflearning materials. This unitwill
discuss the importance of thesefactors and how they affect teachingandlearning.

2.0 OBIJECTIVES
Bythe endofthisunit,youshouldbe ableto:
1. state and explain some environmental factors that can affect learningEnglishas
asecondlanguage;

ii. describe therolesoftheteacher andthelearner inESL teaching
andlearningprogrammes.
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3.0MAIN CONTENT
3.1EducationalContext

What we regard as the educational context of ESL learning here concerns such factors
thatobtainwithintheformalschoolsetting.Such factors include time of duration or
learning, intensity of teaching and learning,sizeoftheclass
andthephysicalarrangementoftheclass.

3.1.1TimeFactor

Ofprimeimportance is the timeavailable fortheteachingandlearning ofEnglish. In
teachingand learning English as a mothertongue, the learner
isnaturallyimmersedinthelanguagealmostallthetime. This is
notsoinasecondlanguagesituationwhere thelearner 1is exposedtothe language ina
verylimited time. The time available forlearning will definitely determine what canbe
achieved. Thelongerthe duration of exposure, the better forthe learner. In the Nigerian
situation,  thereis  ofteninadequatetimeforlearningEnglishandthisslowsdownlearning
progress.

InlearningEnglishasasecondlanguage,allthebasicskillsoflistening, speaking, reading and

writing should be emphasized. Therefore, a
reasonableamountoftimeshouldbedevotedtothe skills. Butinmost
cases,intheNigeriancontext, thereisnoequitableallocationoftimeto

thesebasiclanguageskills.

3.1.2IntensityofTeachingandLearning

Closely related to the factor of time is the issue of the intensity of teaching and learning.
Foreffective learning of English as a second language, teaching mustbe
intense,butnottothe  extentofleadingto  fatigue. Intensityherewillbepartlydetermined
bythefrequencyofthe learner’s contact with English. When the contact isnot frequent,
learning will be negatively affected. It can even be said that the frequency
ofcontactisamoresignificantvariable thanthetotalamountofcontact.

3.1.3ClassSize

By classsize here, we refer to the number of students in a class. A common feature of
English teaching programme in Nigeria is large classes. Whenclasses
aretoolarge,effective  teachingandlearningwill — nottakeplace. = Theteacherwillnotbe
abletopayareasonableattention toeverstudentandthequalityofteaching isaffected.
Consequently, the amountoflearningwillalso reduce.MostaspectsofESLteachingcannotbe
effectivelydonewhenclasses are toolargee.g.speechwork, essaywritingandsoon.

3.1.4PhysicalArrangementintheClass

There should be easy movement ofthe learners and the teacher facilitate effective

teaching and learning. If classes are too large, physical arrangement is likely to be

affected. In addition to good physical arrangement, the classroom should be well

illuminated and ventilated. Apoorlyilluminatedandventilatedclassroomwillnotallow
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effectiveteachingandlearning. Unfortunately,manyschools inNigeria are in a bad state.
Some are even in a state that isdangerous to the safetyofteachers andlearners.

3.1.5Availability ofEducationalMaterials

The availability ofsome educational materials 1is crucial to effective
teachingandlearningofEnglishasa secondlanguage. Such materials include text-books,
audio-visual, materials (e.g. video, tape-recorder, television etc), and so on.
Unfortunately,most ofour schools lack functional language laboratories andwell-stocked
libraries. Certainly, this situation cannot ensure effective learningof English as a second
language.

3.2TheSocialContext

The question of attitudes, a characteristic of the society to which the learner belongs
comes under this factor. If the societyhas positive attitudes towards aparticular language,
thereisastrongtendencyfor its citizens towanttolearnthelanguage.InNigeria,forexample,
English occupies a prestigiouspositionasa second language andconsequently
thereisastrongurgeforthepeople tolearnthelanguage inmostcases. Thelanguageplays
anintegrativeroleinthe countryandpeopledevelop
integrativemotivationinlearningthelanguage.

3.3TheLearner

The learner is also an important factor to consider in ESL learning, especially
withthelearner-centeredapproachnowinvogue. Issues that relate
tothelearnerconcernhisprevious  languagelearningexperience, (that  is,hislanguage
background),his exposuretothetargetlanguage, his interestinthetarget
language,themotivationinhimfor learningthe targetlanguage,hisreadiness and

maturitytolearnthe language and so on.Ifthelearner lacks interestinthelanguage,
iftheisnotreadyandor mature to learn the language, if he is not properly and
adequatelyexposed to the language and if he is not well motivated, second
languagelearningcannotsucceed.

3.4TheTeacher

In thissituation, theteacherserves asamodel. Thereis therefore the
needforhimtobeagoodmodel. Consequently, the teacher’s skills and
knowledge,hispersonalityandprofessionalproficiency,hisattitudeand
soonwillhavebearingonthesuccessorotherwiseofESL teachingand learningprogramme.

In second language teaching, it is important for the teacher to be dynamicandcreative.
Heshouldbring allhisresources tobearonhis business.
Heshouldalsobesensitivetotheneedsothisstudents andbe aware of the social context
within which he operates. In a second language situation, the teacher should see himself
as a facilitator of learning.
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SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

1. Is there anydifferencebetweenlearningEnglishasamother tongue
andlearningEnglishasasecondlanguage?
2. Explain the social context of learningEnglish in a

secondlanguagelearningsituation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Language teaching and learningis a dynamic activitywhichis multi- dimensional.  This
is because many factors which can be linguistic,
cultural,political,educational,andeconomic and soonwillhavesome bearingon it.
Foraneffective teachingandlearning ofEnglishas a second language anywhere in the
world, awareness should be demonstrated of the educational context, political context,
economic context and socio-cultural context. All these variables will have implications
forthe contents andmethodologyoftheprogramme.

5.0 SUMMARY

InNigeria,likein someotherplaces intheworld, Englishislearnt as a second language. In
this setting ELS becomes a variety of English modified by the demands and features of
its new environment. Consequently its teaching and learning will exhibit some
peculiarities which must be taken into account if the programmeis to be fruitful. These
peculiaritieswill borderon the syllabus;the roles assigned the language,
theeconomiccontexts, the socio-cultural context, the methodology, thelearner
andtheteacheramongother things.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENTS

1. Identify and explain some major environmental factors that can
affectEL2learning.

2. Whatplacedoes the
teacherandthelearnersoccupyinEL2teachingandlearningprogramme?
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1.0Introduction

In thisunit,we shallattempttogivesome guides totheassessment of
learners’performanceinEnglishasasecondlanguage. Whenstudents are assessed, the focus
is todetermine their competence as well as performance intheuseoflanguage. While
competence isreferredtoas an  underlying ability, performance can be
observedandelicited. A language test or assessment will therefore be a sample of
language behaviour. When suchisbeingdone, thestudentispresentedwithaset ofitems tobe
answered,or tasktobeperformed.

Assessment in language istherefore a means of eliciting students’ performance in  the
use ofEnglish as a second language. It is the outcome ofthe
competencethatthelearnershave inthelanguagestudy.

2.00BJECTIVES

Atthe endofthisunit,youare expectedtobeable to:

1. identifythepurposesoflanguagetest

1. specify different basictesting approaches that are relevant toEnglishas
asecondlanguage

iii.  constructinstruments thatcanbeusedforassessmentinEnglish asasecondlanguage
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3.1  Purposeof Assessment of Learners’ Performance
inEnglishasaSecondLanguage

Just like in other subjects,language tests are given with a variety of purposes inmind.
However,inasecondlanguage situation,twomajor purposes canbeidentifiedandthese are
a) todetermine howmuchthe learner has learnt from the stipulated syllabus. This is
called Achievement testing,
b) to determine the strength and weaknesses foundinthelanguageusedbythestudents.
This isknownasdiagnostic testing.

Achievementtestinghelps the teacher to findouttheprogressmade in
theaspectoflanguagethattheteacherhastaught. Theteacher isguided bythesyllabus. Hashe
gonethroughallareaofthesyllabus? Ifso,he would wantto find out how successfulhe has
been in this task of teachingthestudents.

Diagnostictestingalsotellsushowmuchthelearnershavelearntinthe language but in
addition, the purpose is toplan what tobe done next withthe learners. Here,
theteacherswillnotassessallaspectsofwhat hetaughtbutratherareasofweakness
andstrength.

Apart from theabove,there are othertypesoftests andthese include Proficiency tests and
Aptitude tests. Proficiency tests are not tied closelytothespecificofcourse content. Rather
theyset outtomeasure learners’ ability to carry out some communicativetask in the
second language. Forexample, ifone is tostudyinBritain,hemaybe givena
proficiencytestto findout if his command of Englishis adequate for studyinginBritain.
TestonEnglishas aforeignlanguage(TOEFL) is a populartesttotestone’sproficiency.

Aptitudetests are used to assess the extentto which a learner succeeds inlearninga
particular  language.The  differencebetweenthisand  proficiencytests is  that
aptitudetestsestimatethe amount of skillneededforlearningalanguage whichisdifferent
from thelanguagecompetence neededforstudying subjectsother thanforeignlanguages.
The factors to be looked for here are the environmentin whichthe learningis
takingplace,the past academicachievement ofthe
learner;andthemethodwhichisusedinteachingthelanguage.

So,withthe above,wehave statedthepurposesofassessinglearners’performance
especiallyinthestudyoflanguages.

3.2 Types of Testing in English as a Second Language

In assessing learners, one can use the objective or subjective testing method. Objective
tests include multiple choice test, true-false items, matching items etc while the
subjective test does not give clues. It includes essay questions. We shall touch on these
later. Two important approaches to language testing that will reflect a difference in
contact and method of teaching are ‘discrete-point’ and‘integrative testing” which we
shall now discuss.

3.2.1 Discrete-Point Testing
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This type of test tries to test one item at a time. It can focus on individual bits in
pronunciation, grammar, lexical choice and so on. Because of dealing with isolated bits
of content, the name discrete-point is therefore appropriate. In such a testing procedure,
one corrects choice in required like in sentence completion, multiple choice or same
different format. Using this approach, learners can be given objective questions, fill in
the gap question or any form of question that will be discrete in nature of the response.

3.2.2Integrative-PointTesting

Thisdoesnotfocusonisolatedbitsoftest content. Rather,itseeks to measure ability to make
appropriate responses by bringing together different language skills and knowledge of
different aspects of the language. It includes listening and reading comprehension tests
in whichinferences aredrawn,deductions aremade, andthe mainpointis tobe grasped
byweavingtogetherdetailsofvocabularyandgrammar.

In assessing competence here especially in reading comprehension, questions to
discoverrelationships of thought in sentences and paragraphs can be asked.
Alsoprojective questions that require the reader toassociateorintegratedatacanbeasked.

Integrative  teststryto  tap  areas  thatmakeupthe learners’ communicative
competence;theymeasurethe learner’s abilitytobring together his competence inlanguage
structure and skill that will help learners toperformreal life communicative actions. This
typeoftesting  alsointegrates  thediscreteitems  atthepointsofphonology,vocabulary
andgrammar.

Having known that questions can be asked either in the objective or essayform,
andthatobjectivetests canbe ofdifferenttypesl thinkweneedtoknowmoreaboutitbutbefore
then,letus lookatthis exercise.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

What approach of testing would you use to testlearners performance in the areas of
pronunciation and vocabulary development?

3.2.3TheUseofObjectiveTesting

Objective assessmentcanbeusedinvariousways tomeasurelearners’ performance in
English. When constructing True-False items, you
shouldavoidlongandinvolvedstatements. You shouldnotestablisha patternoftrueor

falseanswer;letthelearners thinkforthemselves.

Alsoinwritingcompletiontest,donotomittoo manywords, especially, long phrases. In the
same view, when constructing multiple choice questions, distracters alternatives should
be avoided. Many of the test items should present problems which require critical
thinking. Again the position of the correct answer should be varied.

When writing matching item i.e. those that require the recall of relationship between
pairs of items, there should be more distracters in the response columnthan the stimulus
column.It could be simple matchingoftwo columns anditcanbe complexmatching
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ofthreeor more columns. Effortsshouldbe made toensurethatthetestis ableto give more
diagnostic information than essays. This is because in objective testing, item
analysisiseasierdone withmultipleitems than essaytests.

Bethatas itmay, assessmentcantakedifferentforms. Whatwillguide oneis
thepurposeforwhichthe assessmentisbeingdone.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISES

Construct objective tests of multiple choices; fill in the gap, matchingtype.
Fiveofeachisneeded

4.0 CONCLUSION

From what we have been saying all along, assessment of learner’s performance is very
beneficial. It helps the teacher to know the competence, the positive and the negative
areas of his students; it also helps the teacher to examine his own pedagogy and make
correction were needed.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has focused on the assessment oflearners’ performance in English as a second
language. It has looked into the purposes of assessmentanddifferenttypesofassessment.
TeachersofEnglishasa secondlanguageshouldthereforebe conversantwiththissinceitgoesa
longwayin seeingthatthepurposesofone’steachingarerealized.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Constructtestsofabouttenitems eachthatcan bescoredona discrete-point basis. The
tests should cover areas of phonology, grammarandvocabulary.

2. Identify and explain the different forms of assessment that you canuse toassess
theperformanceofyourstudents inEnglishasa secondlanguage.
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